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3. intrinsic
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3. rituals
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. veil of ignorance

10. threat advantage
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2. reasonableness
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4. rational

5. fair-minded

6. judicious

7. logical



VUL a2 5 (Aosol b ol ol 1 1 il

@lacasgiome 05 L Jodne yol sl mod BB 2 ol jlogs clls p 0ty
olitemdye @Sl 6,5 i & dyb (ol oz lez 50 45 0580 aledl
CaBye (e Ul )3 Jodae ol @ly 13 098 oo (il SGuSs 4 S
U5 ) Lace b ls aimlos gz yloz 45 (o ksl ol oo onilouS pueus
(Rawls, 1980: 528-529) 05 o ‘ot | oL o b ay |, LiT Conbse § s oo
o 5 sl a Sl aom o Jgdne ol g Dlae jol iay saioly paie 9o cplplo
A 7y G (Slas o)l (glay e jo wanil oud SIS
Bl as a8 e Gl (IS8 A 1) (sespie Dol cal ciled zo 5l 4o I,
L agrlse 8500 5 Jsiine ol (Le bl 03,5 0l 1, 5giS allie golgiiy
Lacls 5l Gglato ol 4z dacdgs aSub gl &85 4y o3l oo ST (6,500
Bl ol 005] 1 By o6 g (a8 adads m) Soidlie e 4 Al (s
Sy 4 Lina () el a2 4 | Jsine ol coidlie 1515 g Sy (sl
98 Sleleixrl ;0o L J13) jo 1) arsmgd Jolsd alals 53 Slaal codas )3 cdgs
i o0 45 Sl Sjgo ] 50 ol a8 Al (Jge G Asads s g (g

S aS oyle olay olF (8l i el 0b by (Jgo 9 o L Dglis
o blste an 1) LosT el g caodlo g a0 1,8 e g lacdgs S0 bilie jo 1, cdgo
Slawey bl o ool ool U o sl cdbarwgs Jlo g Jgo ;508 o] olgs o3l
AFV-YE YA G ks JWo & 1 |y Sdgeip Kz bbbl (izmon
Cls g 2,8 e Iy LLaS - el snalie LB o040 g0 dpales ol o
b e (lilo (S rog wale  Jae o o Mellipn aoye jo canlow I Oglate
A el 005 gy plS oy yo Dygo 4 a5 Sl I 0e s (6,500 9 cwl gl
OISl ) e 5 g S L s ol & sl (i 0 Ol sl
adoly gl il pgo cdilo g 0 -V cwl aias caslew 5l Jelaie cldlo p i
)wal.wJlnubdoib)bd)@m‘w\wumuémuMJw\
&l Glidl g opad lan U L a5 el canlow 31 dilo p 4 Lad e ccoidlie

1. symmetrically



Lol alagly )b 51 blate cble> s 4 ol ()

S b Mallinm doye jo oSl (B Ao e o lpis Codsline pogde &l )0
2l 3 ol ggrie 5 Sl plozliopd aogs Wlgiige | Sodyed 4l
So Sl i 1 03 (g loliae S8 @y il pwlow glaizl gae o cidsiine Sloaiis
o el s 3 s T yb e Sadsine l by il S i sl
Sololiae i 4y W08 e dan a5 oS ol liebl b wsls asdsg lolus o
.(Bercuson, 2014: 5, 136) sl cews vé)fc,v-.:-.:-*b? [Ealogs yas CyunS B> A

aS w2 oo lid Jie 4 Joles sl g Jotne ol ¢ SMie ol 5l a8 5800 Judos
Sl 5 8] 2 opdle Bly > s o wilio alolly 53 3, i (553
10 6ol crenl g clace Lol g0 il Gime 10 CaogS cinllg o)Ly gl cles
s esg |y 1) 05 CaagSe 1 ilio Cugrr lgi oo (HlasS 03) o ()00 cadls
J._.w 4 J.QL:U 9 &_A.»Jw ‘WBLQ.C MLM » 4.o.i: L: «(YY--Y-A :YC AYa0 «§ A= 9—0)

Dy 2l ol Adodl o cwliw el (JOlo azg 4 S o0 5

S ol g 3,
Cils py S a Sl caels (INS] 0550l SG a5 Iy asaS 4y Blail alieay cllae
(Rawls, 2001: 12) cewl gloixl g gwlow slaolys cpolay Lolo 4 bag o owlew
ol S8l ol (09 (IS (i K03 £9d90 95 olpen 4] £9d9e (0l S
Lo o9l —dai yo —Rawls, 2001: 187) ;| o9 olusss g (Rawls, 2001: 78)

SN 2 Gz «Djze nl 0 05 el it 5 ) pleel SO L go50>0
©oludgm g 95— algde ((poly JLale bogame jo  S) Sgdom Oy 4 ()09

Cols p S eBlasl alieds cllae 89 39, s 5y gl ..xslﬁ.’;sg G’;.:;Io).g i

1. inclusiveness
2. exclusion
3. self-determination
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1. David Gauthier
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1. conventionalism
2. assertability condition
3. truth condition
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1. engagement
2. context dependent
3. significance
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1. representation
2. argumentation
3. speech act
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1. Context
2. archeology
3. genealogy
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1. Normalization
2. biopower
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1. enunciative modalities
2. conversation analysis
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1. establishment of a relation
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ABSTRACTS

Rawls’s Conception of the Political

Babak Omidali’

Seyed Alireza Hosseini Beheshti™
Abbas Manouchehri™

Seyed Ali Mahmoudi™

John Rawls (1921-2002) has been rightly recognized as highly
influential in contemporary political philosophy. Rejecting
utilitarianism according to which just institutions are to maximize the
aggregate satisfaction of desires, Rawls formulates a new version of
the social contract theory in order to show the possibility of a well-
ordered society in which the basic rights and liberties of all citizens as
free and equal persons are provided. Although being appreciated by
many commentators as highly valuable, Rawls’s theory has been
criticized for lacking a clear conception of the political. To examine
this view, Rawls’s conception of the political must be fully
understood. Moreover, since the idea of a free-standing political
conception of justice plays a fundamental role in the Rawlsian theory
of justice, the analysis of his conception of the political seems to be
necessary and fruitful. The analysis of the fundamental ideas and
concepts such as reasonableness and reciprocity, which we view as
central to Rawls’s theory of justice, shows that the core of justice as
fairness, even before what is called his communitarian turn in Political
Liberalism, is Rawls’s conception of the political. Taking the
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distinction between persons and peoples seriously, he considers the
political as a reasonable way in which the preservation of the self and
the other at both domestic and international level is ensured. Although
this reveals a normative conception, the normative content is not
imported from outside the political; that is why justice as fairness can
be a normative and moral conception, and yet political, independent of
any comprehensive doctrines, liberal or whatever.

Keywords: John Rawls, justice as fairness, the political, rationality,
the relationship of "self" and "other", reciprocity, Chantal Mouffe

Extensive Abstract

John Rawls' theory of justice as fairness has been the focus of
many studies in various fields since its initial presentation. The scope
of these studies is to the extent that, according to some experts, Rawls'
political philosophy can be considered one of the theoretical fields of
interdisciplinary research in fields such as moral philosophy,
economics, and political science. However, his theory has also been
subject to serious criticism. Since this theory is known as a liberal
theory, Rawls has always been subject to criticism that has generally
affected liberal views. Criticism of the liberal understanding of
politics is one of these cases. In this article, we have pointed out that
politics for Rawls implies a reasonable way of confronting the "self"
and the "other" which has five dimensions:

1. In a context of resource scarcity, conflict of interests and
differences in values are possible.

2. Internally, it is related to the relationship of individuals with
each other and with the government within the “fundamental structure
of society” and externally, to the “fundamental structure” of relations
between people.

3. It is not dependent on any kind of “comprehensive doctrine”.

4. 1t is related to the “fair” conditions for the realization of justice
and stability in liberal and illiberal societies.

5. It enables the mutual protection of the “self” and the “other”.

Then, through philosophical analysis and utilizing the theoretical
framework of significative-paradigmatic narrative, it has been shown
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that Rawls' two seemingly different interpretations of the political—
namely, the political as matters related to governance and power, and
the political as public action—can be placed under a single concept:
the political as a rational mode of engagement between the "self" and
the "other" concerning the reasonable organization of the fundamental
structure of society. For this purpose, by analyzing the adjective
"political" in Rawls' main works, the constituent elements of the two
different interpretations of the political in these works were
demonstrated. In other words, using D. D. Raphael's lexical analysis,
two different combinations in the relevant texts were clarified: the
adjective "political" in the first combination is logically related to the
categories of governance and power, while in the second combination,
it is related to a specific method of solving public issues. Then, an
effort was made to enhance the coherence of Rawls' main idea, which
is a political interpretation of justice, so that Rawls' understanding of
the political could be articulated with greater conceptual clarity and
ambiguities in understanding his theory could be reduced.

In carrying out this enhancement, an effort was made to rely on
Rawls' intended distinction between concepts and interpretations to
formulate and express these two combinations in a single idea. This
idea was: the concept of the political as a rational mode of
engagement between the "self" and the "other," insofar as it pertains to
the realm of the fundamental structure of society (at the domestic
level) and the structure of relations among nations (at the international
level). This idea includes both the concept of the political—i.e.,
matters concerning relations between individuals and governance at
the domestic level and relations among nations at the international
level—and an interpretation of the political, which is a rational
method for organizing the fundamental structure of society and
community where "self" and "other" relations are formed within them
and under their auspices. Therefore, in justice as fairness, the political
is understandable from both a domain-oriented perspective and a
process-oriented perspective. From a domain-oriented perspective, it
is limited to the fundamental structure of society, while from a
process-oriented perspective, it is a rational mode of engagement
between "self" and "other," not any type of relationship in the public
sphere or relations related to governance and power.



4 / Pizhiithish-i siydsat-i nazari

Contrary to Chantal Mouffe's assumption, in Rawls' theory, the
political is not only not absent but is also at its core. The normative
and ethical nature of Rawls' theory does not imply a failure to
recognize the reality of conflict. On the contrary, through ideas such
as overlapping consensus, objective and subjective grounds, and
reasonableness, Rawls takes seriously both conflictual realities and
power dynamics. What his theory cannot accept as a normative theory
i1s recognizing these categories as constitutive components of the
political.

Moreover, many criticisms directed at him arise from neglecting
his theory's internal logic and accurately understanding ideas such as
the original position and reasonableness. In better terms, although his
political interpretation is ethical and normative, this normative content
has not been imposed from outside the realm of politics but has been
articulated based on a political criterion. In clearer terms, within this
framework, instead of discussing correct or incorrect distinctions or
good and evil or ugly and beautiful distinctions, one can speak about a
political distinction independent of comprehensive moral doctrines—
namely, a distinction between what is reasonable and unreasonable.

Rawls' theory also does not overlook the boundary between friend
and enemy or the formation of a "we" against "them" in politics. What
Rawls does not accept is not the possibility of engaging with "the
other," but rather abandoning individuals' and nations' fates to
contingencies that are arbitrary or random in nature. Here lies a
discussion about concepts such as reciprocity and reasonableness,
which express the necessity for mutual protection between "self" and
"other." Therefore, Rawls has considered the protective aspect of
politics. Understanding this protective aspect requires attention to
distinguishing between what is rational and what is reasonable as well
as understanding how reasonableness relates to reciprocity.

In discussing the discursive subject, it should also be noted that this
discussion is descriptive within political sociology rather than
normative within political philosophy. How political subjects are
constructed has no connection to Rawls' theory. Similarly, discussions
about identity in the political arena are not related to Rawls' theory;
although his theory of justice does not contradict viewing issues
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discursively or considering collective identity's role in politics as
important. In this context, Rawls' theory becomes relevant when
discussing judgments about whether individuals belonging to a
specific discourse have made reasonable decisions or whether they
engage politically in reasoning and justification or stand based on
force or deception or their incidental position of power. Rawls' theory
does not aim to provide a description of how discourses have formed
as they have until now; rather, his theory provides a criterion for
evaluation and serves as a guide for action in politics.
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Reflection on the Political Implications of the
Relationship Between Reason and Revelation

Shervin Moghimi"

Reflecting on the relationship between reason and revelation,
philosophy and religion, and, in a sense, Athens and Jerusalem, has
been the core of the intellectual efforts of the greatest figures in the
tradition of political philosophy. The fundamental question raised in
political philosophy is: "How should one live?" The effort to answer
this fundamental question in the tradition of political philosophy,
especially since it encountered the revelation tradition of Abrahamic
religions, became the same as the effort to defend philosophy itself as
the highest way of life. In this article, we try to show that reason and
revelation, or philosophy and religion, had a fundamental
commonality from the very beginning: it is not enough to live, what is
necessary is to live well. But the answer of each of them to the
question "What is good?" was fundamentally different. Our argument
is that this commonality and this difference formed the basis of a
dialogue that not only helped to continue the tradition of political
philosophy, but also provided possibilities for the revelationists to
enrich their revealed theology. However, it seems that modern
political philosophy as an essentially immanent way of thought, is the
beginning of the end of this dialogue between these two
transcendental traditions. This article is an attempt to deal with the
relationship between reason and revelation, or philosophy and
religion, in terms of its broadest political implications, and the role of
modern political philosophy in interrupting that dialogue.

Keyword: reason; revelation; political philosophy; Athens; Jerusalem.
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Main Issue
The contemplation of the relationship between reason and revelation,

philosophy and religion, or, in a broader sense, Athens and Jerusalem,
has been at the core of the intellectual efforts of the most prominent
figures in the philosophical tradition. The fundamental question posed
in political philosophy is: "How should one live?" The attempt to
answer this foundational question within the tradition of political
philosophy—especially since its encounter with the revelatory
tradition of the Abrahamic religions—has become an endeavor to
defend philosophy itself as the highest way of life. Both traditions
emphasize that mere living is not sufficient; rather, what is essential is
to live well. However, the answers provided by each of these
traditions to the question of the good life carry certain fundamental
political implications. This article focuses on examining these
implications and analyzing their various dimensions.

Analysis

The immediate question that arises is: What is "the good"? The inquiry into the
nature of the good is, by its very nature, an Athenian question. In the
Socratic tradition, in contrast to the revelatory tradition, the inquiry
into essence lies at the heart of philosophical activity. This is where
the divergence begins. In the revelatory perspective on a good life, the
goodness of God and His commandments are taken as given. "Life"
and "goodness" have closely related meanings, both denoting
something desirable. However, for the Socratic philosopher, reflecting
on what something is—including the good itself—and avoiding
unexamined assumptions is itself ultimately considered good. Thus,
the Socratic philosopher cannot and should not disregard the genuine
possibility of revelatory claims. In this context, any form of
dogmatism in favor of philosophy itself would contradict the
philosophical enterprise. Consequently, within the Socratic tradition
of philosophizing, the dialogue between philosophical reason and
divine revelation persists, even if tension exists between them. In this
sense, philosophy must necessarily take the challenge of revelation
seriously.
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The dialogue between revelation and reason, or between religion
and philosophy, in the Socratic sense, is founded on thematic
possibilities that bring these two traditions closer together despite their
fundamental differences. The first commonality between philosophy
and divine law is their shared concern for human beings. Philosophy is
a human activity, and divine law also addresses humans rather than
animals or angels. The central concern for human beings, their lives,
and their attainment of happiness is a shared feature of revelation and
Socratic philosophy. The second shared characteristic between divine
law and Socratic philosophy is that both call humans to something
beyond themselves—something divine or at least quasi-divine,
something outside and above humanity. In both traditions, humans are
beings with a responsibility that arises entirely from their humanity
and their distinction from other creatures. This second shared
characteristic is linked to a third, more fundamental one: virtue. In the
philosophical perspective, virtue results from rational prescriptions
that emerge from human reason and relate to humanity’s natural
purpose. In the revelatory view, virtue is understood as obedience to
divine law or walking the "straight path".

Socratic philosophy emphasizes the necessity of questioning the
nature of the good while outwardly acknowledging revelation’s
response to this question. This, in turn, does not pose a problem for
the philosopher, since, as mentioned earlier, the very effort to answer
this question is itself "good." Therefore, for the Socratic philosopher,
the good life or happiness is necessarily theoretical rather than
practical in nature. This is why, theoretically, it is radical, while
practically, it remains conservative. However, with the emergence of
modern political philosophers, the story underwent a fundamental
transformation. This time, philosophy sought to defeat its adversary—
namely, revelatory theology—by providing a clear and dogmatic
answer to the question of what constitutes the good. The reason for
this shift was that happiness or the good life was no longer understood
as a theoretical matter. With the dissolution of the transcendent realm,
what remained and was valued was the practical (political) realm.
Victory in the political realm required a considerable level of
dogmatism and a departure from the Socratic philosophical enterprise
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in its strictest sense. For this reason, it became necessary for modern
political philosophers to portray the revelatory path not as the "straight
path" but as a deviation—a deviation that not only fails to lead to the
good life but also brings suffering upon humanity. The weakening of
individuals through Christian morality (Machiavelli), the prevalence
of war, insecurity, and the obstruction of natural and bodily desires
(Hobbes), and the hindrance of human intellectual progress by divine
law (Spinoza) were among the foundational pillars of liberal-
democratic regimes. The triumph of liberal-democratic regimes
signifies that these doctrines had already won a spiritual victory.
However, this victory ultimately came at the cost of the loss of power
for both philosophy and revelation.

This article argues that the similarities and differences between
reason and revelation provided the foundation for a dialogue that not
only sustained the tradition of political philosophy but also created
opportunities for proponents of the revelatory tradition to enrich their
theology. However, it appears that modern political philosophy, as an
essentially immanent mode of thought, marks the beginning of the end
of this transcendental dialogue. This article seeks to examine the
relationship between reason and revelation, or between philosophy
and religion, in terms of its broadest political implications and to
explore the role of modern political philosophy in severing this
connection. Consequently, we may ask: To what extent did modern
political philosophers remain faithful to their professed goal of
liberating philosophy? The early modern political philosophers'
project of making philosophy the benefactor of political society
necessarily required a break from the hard core of Socratic
philosophy—namely, its fundamentally critical stance toward political
life. The rejection of the epistemic value of revelation as a necessary
precursor to rejecting its authority as a theological foundation for
political laws could only be achieved through a form of dogmatism.
Since the Socratic virtue of doubt was abandoned in the strictest sense,
Spinoza and his contemporaries' claim to liberate philosophy must
itself be met with serious doubt. This article proposes transforming
these doubts into Socratic doubts rather than reducing them to the
skepticism of contemporary relativist philosophies. Achieving this
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requires an effort to revive the dialogue between reason and
revelation, or philosophy and revelatory religion.

Methodology

Our methodology in this article is based on the doctrine of "close
reading." In this approach, we seek to understand the meaning of a
text as closely as possible to how its author understood it. A
distinction is made here between understanding and explanation.
Priority is given to understanding. Understanding a text depends on
attempting to grasp the author's intended meaning by focusing on the
text’s internal logic. External references as explanatory devices are, at
least initially, set aside. Thus, in this article, we engage with sacred
texts and political philosophy texts in a manner that consistently
prioritizes understanding over explanation.

Findings

The findings of this article indicate that the tension between reason
and revelation—precisely because it was a fundamental tension—led
to the continuation of their dialogue. The revelatory rejection of the
philosophical life relied on reference to a divine source of knowledge.
Conversely, the philosophical tradition emphasized the capabilities of
human natural reason in acquiring knowledge. However,
philosophical knowledge, ultimately, was not entirely immanent.
Philosophy, in its classical sense, was an attempt to resemble the
divine. Thus, the divine or the transcendent, in its broadest sense,
served as an intermediary link that historically connected these two
opposing traditions. However, with the emergence of modern
philosophy and its unprecedented political ambitions, this unwritten
agreement lost its relevance.
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"Ali Shariati" was a prominent intellectual figure in the public
sphere of Iran during the 1960s, embodying both the voice of
ideological innovations of his time and reflecting the confusion of the
era. Shariati's pioneering role among contemporary Iranian
intellectuals in addressing the issue of women in the public domain is
noteworthy. This paper aims to analyze the political thought of Ali
Shariati as an influential intellectual on the subject of women. In this
research, the emergence of women in Shariati's thought will be
examined from the perspective of the conceptual evolution of power,
and the analysis of the status of women, their vulnerabilities, issues,
and Shariati's proposed solutions will be central to the paper, with
attention to his critique of both traditional and modern narratives. The
hypothesis of this study is that Shariati adopts a leftist approach
towards women, attempting to propose a new path by positioning the
West—represented as a narrative that objectifies women—and
traditional fundamentalists who erase women, as the "other." The
research findings indicate that Shariati offers a revolutionary narrative
for women's demands and, through ideological teachings, sought to
present Iranian women as revolutionary subjects.
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Introduction

Ali Shariati, one of the prominent intellectuals of Iran in the 1960s,
was both the voice of ideological innovations of his time and a
reflection of the confusions of that era. Shariati was a pioneer in
addressing the issue of women among Iranian intellectuals, and this
paper aims to analyze his political thought as an influential intellectual
on the subject of women. In this research, Shariati's view of women
will be examined from the perspective of the conceptual evolution of
power. The status of women, their issues, and the way Shariati
proposed to address them, with a critique of both traditional and
modern narratives, are central to the study. The main hypothesis of the
research is that Shariati adopts a leftist approach towards women,
attempting to propose a new path by positioning the West—as a
narrative that exploits women—and traditional fundamentalists, who
erase women, as the "other." The findings of the research show that
Shariati presents a revolutionary narrative for women's demands and
uses ideological teachings to present Iranian women as revolutionary
subjects.

Literature Review

There are numerous books and articles on the life, views, functions,
and impacts of Ali Shariati, but there are fewer writings specifically
about the issue of women in his works. Most researchers have focused
on his book "Fatima is Fatima" and the overarching perspective
Shariati had on the issue of women in the social-political context of
his time, as well as the impact of his thoughts on the transformation of
women's status during and after that period. Shariati's views on
women have been specifically examined in some articles and theses.
For example, Shakouri-Rad (2019) in an article attempts to provide a
clearer and more comprehensive understanding of Shariati's views on
women by revisiting his works in this field. Ahmadi (2001), in his
article "The Anxious Iranian Man's View of the West and Western
Women," briefly discusses Shariati’s feminist ideas, addressing the
cultural atmosphere, components, standards, and perspectives of
Iranian intellectuals on women. Ali-Akbari (2007), in his book "4
Philosophical Reading of an Anti-Philosopher,” which is a collection
of his previously published essays on Shariati, dedicates two articles
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to the issue of women. In one of these articles, titled "Iranian
Feminism,"” he examines "Fatima, Fatima is"” and uses an existential
and introspective approach to express the thoughts of himself and his
generation, who were influenced by Shariati. In another article,
"Except for Two Figures," he argues that Shariati was the first
intellectual in contemporary Iran, whether religious or secular, to
publicly address the issue of women. Ganji (2007), in an article titled
"Shariati, Women in Gunny Bags, and Bourgeois Science,” touches
upon Shariati's views on women, though his approach is less scholarly
and has been criticized by some for being overly polemical.
Nevertheless, this article remains one of the few that addresses the
topic of women and Shariati and can be considered an example of
critical engagement with his ideas. Alijani’s (2010) master's thesis,
titled "The Issue of Women in Iran (Case Study. Ali Shariati)," focuses
on Shariati's intellectual influence on the period between 1973 and
1979, claiming that studies on women in Iran are incomplete without
considering Shariati’s views. Jani explores the problems and
challenges women faced according to Shariati and provides
interpretations and analyses of the root causes of these issues. This
research, however, will examine the phenomenon of women in
Shariati's thought from the perspective of the conceptual evolution of
power and will analyze the status of women, their problems, and
Shariati’s proposed solutions with reference to his critique of
traditional and modern narratives. This paper will focus on Shariati’s
revolutionary narrative of women’s demands, presenting the aware,
responsible, productive woman with rights and social roles as a model
for contemporary women.

Methodology

In this research, the conceptual transformation of power is used as
the theoretical framework. Power was initially presented in Hobbes'
theories in a one-dimensional way, from top to bottom, where ruling
elites held power as a tool. However, over time, perspectives changed,
and Gramsci introduced the idea of power being reproduced through
ideological apparatuses. Thus, power is not only found in ruling
institutions but can also be traced within civil society and social
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mechanisms. This perspective continued, and Foucault analyzed
power in everyday relationships and micro-powers, focusing on
control, discipline, and social influence.

The methodology of the research is based on Skinner's
hermeneutics, which seeks to interpret and understand the creator's
intention behind a work. Skinner emphasizes that the interpretation of
a text must go beyond simple reading, considering the social context,
motivations, and intentions of the author. In this study, using this
method, the intellectual foundations of Shariati and the analysis of
women's status in his time, particularly in the decades leading up to
the Islamic Revolution, are examined. Additionally, the competing
discourses on traditional and modern women, which Shariati
responded to, are critiqued and analyzed. This Skinnerian historical
approach has been specifically applied to the study of Shariati's ideas
and their relationship with his era.

Discussion and Findings

Shariati's social thought aligned with the sociological principles of
the 19th century, as presented by George W. F. Hegel and Karl Marx.
He accepted Hegel's philosophy of historical determinism, while
borrowing Marxist principles such as class conflict and ideology.
Shariati saw ethics as a product of history and social culture,
considering it a relative and evolving phenomenon based on the social
conditions of each community. He sought to reinterpret Islam,
particularly Shia Islam, and presented the discourse of martyrdom in a
modern and innovative manner. In Shariati's thought, women are
depicted as both social and revolutionary beings. They are expected to
play a role not only in the family sphere but also in the social and
political arena. Shariati introduces two models: the "ideal woman" and
the "woman of the family," in which women are expected to be
responsible and committed to human and social principles. He frees
women from traditional and imposed roles, urging them to move
towards the ideals of freedom and justice.

Shariati believed that women in Eastern societies were subjected to
traditions and incorrect interpretations of religion, leading to the
neglect of their human rights, including education and the freedom to
grow and develop. He emphasized that women should be liberated
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from these pressures and, instead of being placed in consumable or
sexualized roles, should engage in social and cultural impact and
strive for societal and cultural change. Shariati presented the concept
of "returning to oneself," which, in contrast to Western-oriented
thoughts, emphasizes a return to Islamic roots. He argued against
blind imitation of the West, urging women to distance themselves
from deceptive imported ideas and rediscover their Islamic and
cultural identity. In the face of the two prevalent models of women in
society at the time (traditional women and modern women), Shariati
sought to provide a meaningful model, not an empty one. He
presented the Fatemah-like woman as an example of a responsible and
aware woman, standing neither against traditional norms nor Western
modernity. He viewed this woman as someone who resists oppression
and corruption, seeking fundamental change in society.

Shariati particularly used role models like Fatimah and Zaynab,
portraying them as social and political leaders who can also play a
significant role in the contemporary world. In this regard, he
emphasizes "how one should be" and wants the Muslim woman,
through conscious choice based on human and Islamic values, to
actively participate in society.

Conclusion

Ali Shariati belonged to the second wave of intellectuals in Iran
(from the 1940s to the 1980s), who, influenced by Marxism and
second-wave feminism, believed in politics as a revolutionary ideology.
Shariati and other intellectuals of this period, particularly in criticizing
Western dominance and the Pahlavi regime, emphasized raising
awareness among women and combating the system of oppression.
They believed that women, alongside the lower classes, should play a
role in social transformation through awareness and awakening,
facilitated by media and educational institutions. Shariati, who had a
significant impact on the dignity and pride of Muslim women, offered a
perspective different from Western feminism. Instead of focusing on
gender equality, he emphasized the necessity of women's awareness,
freedom of will, and choice so they could play an influential role as
subjects in social revolution. Shariati believed that the greatest obstacle
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to women's freedom was the patriarchal culture and restrictive traditions
imposed on women under the guise of "chastity" and "honor." Although
Shariati was successful in inspiring women, some critics argue that he
failed to provide a clear and practical model for the rights of Muslim
women. Overall, Shariati sought a social transformation where aware
and responsible women, alongside other oppressed classes, would fight
against oppression and despotism.
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Preservers of Iranian Identity and
Convergence-Creating Forces in Pre-modern Iran

Hojjat Kazemi'

According to the prevailing perspective in modern social sciences,
national Belongings are a phenomenon associated with the modern
era, and extending them to pre-modern periods is an instance of
historical anachronism. This article, by critiquing the aforementioned
view, seeks to substantiate the hypothesis that, despite significant
ruptures, widespread social diversity and fragmentation, and the
presence of divergent forces in pre-modern Iran, there has always
been a strong awareness of the name, geographical area, historical
memory and Iranian culture. This attachment to Iranian identity can be
named '"patriotism" in distinction from modern '"nationalism."
However, the main focus of the article is to address another question:
What forces were responsible for producing and maintaining this
awareness and shaping unity and convergence beyond diversities in
pre-modern Iran? The article’s findings demonstrate that a
constellation of socio-political forces—including the government and
courts, literati (Ahl-e-Ghalam), Sufis, clergies (Ulama), merchants,
and their associated networks—while creating and preserving
elements of Iranian identity, were also agents of creating connector
threads among various regions around shared Belongings. Although
the five groups were among the notables and the middle urban strata,
their influence was also seen among the ordinary people of cities,
villages, and tribes through the presence of poets, storytellers
(Nagqalan), and school (maktab) teachers. The survival and continuity
of Iranian identity, as well as territorial and social convergence, were
both the result of purposeful actions and the unintended result of these
groups’ activities.

Keywords: Iranian identity, socio-political forces, cultural continuity,
convergence, and unity in diversity.
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Extended Abstract

According to the dominant view in modern social sciences, national
belonging is a phenomenon related to the modern era and searching
for it in the traditional era is an example of historical anachronism.
Marxists, Ethnocentrisms and supporters of critical theories based on
this sociological approach believe that the concept of "Iran" and
"Iranian identity" are "imagined", "constructed" and "invented"
phenomena of the modern era and there is no sign of it in the pre-
modern era. This article is written with a sociological approach in
criticizing these perceptions. Therefore, the first question of this
article is as follows: Can a shared mentality and belonging about the
concept of "Iran" be found among the people of this land in the pre-
modern era?

The first part of the article, relying on first-hand historical,
geographical, and literary texts, seeks to prove the view that despite
the great historical discontinuities, the vast social diversity and
dispersion, and the role of divergent forces in pre-modern Iran, there
has always been a powerful and enduring awareness in the name of
Iran, its geographical scope, historical memory, and culture. Although
the origins of this awareness can be seen in the Archaeological
evidence and texts remaining from the Achaemenid period, the
coherent form of this awareness and belonging took shape in the
Sasanian period. This awareness continued in the transition to the
Islamic age in literary, historical, and geographical texts in Arabic and
Persian, and in connection with new cultural elements, it found a new
form and content, and until the threshold of the modern era, it had a
powerful presence among public feeling and awareness. This
attachment to Iranian identity can be named "patriotism" in distinction
from modern "nationalism."

This view is consistent with sociological approaches that
emphasize the distinction between "historical nations" and those
created in the modern era. Theorists such as Anthony Smith,
criticizing the instrumentalism and voluntarism of constructivist and
modernist approaches, believe that based on the experience of some
societies, general and non-historical propositions cannot be put
forward and considered valid for all societies. Smith argues that some
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historical societies, such as Iran, are evidence of the existence of the
phenomenon of "nations before nationalism."

By accepting the historical background of Iranian identity, a more
important question arises: What forces were the agents of creating,
preserving, continuing, and expanding this identity and shared
belonging beyond the differentiating factors in this vast geography
and diverse people? Answering this question is important because one
of the main foundations of constructivist and modernist approaches is
that they believe that the various regions of the Iranian plateau in the
pre-modern era were the habitat of a large number of social groups
that, due to natural and technological obstacles, lacked an effective
connection with each other. From their point of view, this lack of
communication between groups led to the formation of specific local
identities of these groups. As a result, these fragmented groups did not
have an understanding of the concept of "Iran" and Iranian Identity.
Most of the existing discussions about the antiquity and historical
background of Iranian identity (including epic-poetic, philosophical,
and historical narratives) do not provide a clear answer to the main
challenge posed by constructivist approaches due to their non-
sociological orientation. What is necessary is a sociological defense of
the existence of Iranian identity in the traditional era. The requirement
of this sociological position is to identify a set of socio-political forces
in traditional Iran that were able, by going beyond geographical and
technological limitations, through their purposeful or non-purposeful
actions, to build attachments and convergence in the context of the
socio-cultural-political diversity and geographical fragmentation of
Iran. Recognition these forces and analyzing their actions in the
historical process will help achieve two goals: 1. to avoid repeating
unhistorical, mystical, and static narratives of Iranian identity, 2. to
respond to the view that considers Iranian identity a phenomenon
invented in the modern era.

The main part of this article is focused on describing and proving
the second hypothesis of the article. This hypothesis can be
formulated as follows: The agents of producing and preserving Iranian
identity and the shapers of unity and convergence beyond the
pluralities in pre-modern Iran were a set of socio-political forces
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including the governments and courts, literati (Ahl-e-Ghalam), Sufis,
Clergymen (Ulama), merchants, and their associated networks. The
role of each of these forces is explained in the article.

1- The Courts and the governments:

The idea of the state in Iran was based on a critique of dispersion
and an emphasis on the necessity of convergence around a powerful
king. The historical memory of a unified kingdom within the historical
borders of Iran was constantly repeated in Iranian texts. This memory,
in times of divergence and the collapse of the empire, outlined the
goals and path ahead for ambitious conquerors. These conquerors
always introduced themselves as restorers of the great kingdom and
the lost unity in the Iranian plateau, and this claim formed part of their
legitimizing ideology. In addition, the structure and function of the
state institution was also a binding force. State conquests eliminated
divergent forces and created unity and convergence. States, with the
aim of strengthening their power, created nationwide state institutions,
formed communication networks, and relocated population groups.
All these measures served to strengthen territorial unity and
convergence. Part of the efforts of the states and courts was focused
on strengthening and promoting unifying elements such as the Persian
language, literary heritage, and historical memory in the geographical
territory of Iran. The support of the Turk conquerors for the Persian
language and the elements of Iranian culture played a key role in
preserving and continuing the identity of Iran after Islam.

2-literati (Ahl-e-Ghalam):

Ahl-e-Ghalam included bureaucratic secretaries, sages, scientists,
writers and poets, historians, geographers, and artists who were often
in the service of courts and central and local governments. They, as a
distinct stratum from the men of the sword (i.e. Ahle-e- Shamshir) and
Clergymen (Ulama), were the most important builders and promoters
of the elements of Iranian identity. The preservation and transmission
of Iran's ancient heritage to the Islamic era, the preservation of the
Persian language and its transformation from the everyday language
of ordinary people to a literary, scientific, and bureaucratic language,
and ultimately the continuous narration of Iranian history in the form
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of epic and history were among their main actions. As a group in the
service of powerful conquerors; they managed to compensate for
military defeat by preserving culture and imposing it on the
conquerors. The upbringing, education, skills, and knowledge of this
group in different regions of the Iranian plateau were very similar and
caused them to be a binding factor between different regions and a
continuation of the memory of belonging of the regions to a larger
whole called Iran.

3- Clergies (Ulama):

The main goal of religious scholars was to spread religious belief and
create belonging to the concept of the Islamic "Ummabh," and at first
glance, they did not have much attachment to Iranian identity.
However, the religious figures played an indirect but important role in
preserving Iranian identity. Sunni scholars, by issuing permission to
speak and write religious and non-religious texts, created an important
ground for the preservation of the Persian language. With the spread
of Shiism in Iran, the role and position of religion and religious
scholars in strengthening Iranian identity was reinforced. In the
Safavid period, a powerful alignment was created between Shiite
identity and Iranian identity. The confrontation with the Ottoman
Empire strengthened the link between Iranian identity and Shiism. For
religious scholars, preserving Iran as the stronghold Shiism gained
spiritual value. Issuing permission to translate religious texts into
Persian led to the promotion of Persian writing among religious
people. In this process, the Shiite religion and its derived identity
elements became a defining part of Iranian identity and a binding
force among them.

4-Sufis and the Khanqah System:

Sufis played several roles in preserving and nurturing Iranian identity:
Their first role was the continuation of the spiritual heritage of ancient
Iran and the explicit and implicit emphasis on this heritage in their
teachings. Another role was their persistent focus on the necessity of
speaking and writing in Persian, sanctifying the language, and creating
a vast cultural legacy in Persian, which became widespread among
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both the common people and the elites in the expansive cultural
geography of Iran. The Khanqgah system and the vast network of Sufis
were also an important factor in creating social and cultural ties in the
geography of cultural Iran.

5-Merchants and Trade Networks:

Merchants and urban guilds, from the time of the formation of
independent Iranian states to the Constitutional Revolution, were
known as enthusiasts of historical memory, Iranian customs, and the
Persian language. This interest also caused them, while supporting
poets and literati, to be promoters of Iran's literary and cultural
heritage during their travels and extensive interactions in the vast
geographical expanse of cultural Iran.

Although the five groups were among the notables and the middle
urban strata, their extension was also seen among the ordinary people
of cities, villages, and tribes through the presence of poets, storytellers
(Nagqalan), and school (maktab) teachers. This group acted as
intermediary forces between high culture and popular culture and
spread familiarity and belonging to Iranian history and heritage in the
form of oral narratives among the people of the Iranian plateau and
established the Persian language as an intermediary and binding
language in this geographical expanse.

By focusing on the role of these agents, it becomes clear that the
survival and continuity of Iranian identity and territorial and social
convergence is the product of purposeful actions as well as the
unintended result of the performance of these groups.
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Recognition in International Relations:
A Conventional, Teleological, or Critical Concept?

Homeira Moshirzadeh®

Recognition has long been a subject of discussion in international
relations, primarily due to the significance of sovereignty and its
relevance in international law. However, it has received relatively
little theoretical attention, particularly from realists and liberals. At the
same time, certain international relations theories—most notably the
English School, constructivism, and critical theory—have given it
special consideration. The English School, constructivism, and a
significant portion of conventional constructivist studies on
recognition have adopted a conventional state-centric, analytical, and
explanatory approach. However, Alexander Wendt, in one of his
works, moves beyond this framework and adopts a teleological
approach to recognition. Although recognition has been discussed in
critical scholarship as a means of emancipation at the societal level, its
critical dimension has not been consistently maintained in
international relations. Nonetheless, alongside Axel Honneth’s works,
certain studies written from a non-Western perspective—such as those
by Ayse Zarakol—exhibit a critical stance toward the practice of
recognizing non-Western actors in international relations. This raises
the question of how these three approaches can be integrated into a
coherent framework. The argument presented in this article is that
what connects these three strands of theorizing on recognition in
international relations, beyond their explanatory function, is the
normative dimension that is more or less implicitly embedded within
them.

Keywords: International Relations, recognition, constructivism,
critical theory, and teleology.
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Introduction

Recognition is a key concept in international relations, primarily
referring to the recognition of a state by other states, closely linked to
the notion of sovereignty in the international community. However,
over the past two to three decades, recognition has also gained
importance among social theorists in international relations. Given the
theoretical discussions surrounding recognition in international
relations, beyond the conventional approach, two other main
perspectives can be identified: the critical approach and the
teleological approach. But how can these three perspectives, which
originate from different analytical viewpoints on the significance and
role of recognition in international relations, be interconnected? The
main argument of this paper is that, in addition to their explanatory
aspects, all three approaches possess a normative dimension that links
them together. In other words, each of them can contribute to
international political or normative theory.

The Three Approaches to Recognition
The Conventional Approach

In realist, neoliberal, and historical sociological discussions on
statehood, sovereignty and recognition are often assumed rather than
explored. In contrast, the English School and constructivism, due to
the constitutive role of sovereignty in the international society, have
paid greater attention to recognition in its conventional sense. The
international society is built around mutual recognition of state
sovereignty, aiming for state coexistence and an ethic based on respect
for differences.

Alexander Wendt argues that while states have a self-constitutive
aspect—meaning their sovereignty is partially shaped through their
own capacity and identity as a state—it is external recognition that
ensures their survival and mitigates the effects of international
anarchy. Furthermore, recognition of a state’s status by others
provides existential security and fulfills its need for self-respect. Erik
Ringmar, from a constructivist perspective, contends that states serve
as the political guardians of storytelling communities, shaping their
own identity through narratives and seeking recognition of these
narratives and identities from other states. When recognition is denied,
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it generates feelings of humiliation and trauma. The history of
international relations is filled with ongoing struggles for recognition.
Michelle Murray connects the issue of recognition to discussions on
the rise of emerging great powers, the potential instability associated
with it, and theoretical debates on whether power transitions in
international relations are peaceful or conflict-prone. The interactions
of rising powers with others revolve around gaining recognition as a
great power, a process often perceived as revisionism. It is
recognition, Murray argues, that can prevent war.

The Teleological Approach

In the teleological approach, Alexander Wendt argues that the need
for recognition can only be fully satisfied with the eventual formation
of a global state. There is a structural tendency that makes the
emergence of a global state inevitable sooner or later. The territorial
state represents a "structure of unequal recognition," where outsiders
are not granted rights, leading to the killing of the "other" in wars. In
such a system, the state's primary duty is to protect its members
against these outsiders, but war always remains a possibility. If war is
to be entirely eradicated, full mutual and global recognition must be
established. However, this universalism necessitates the recognition of
particularism. A combination of a communitarian process (akin to
realist perspectives) and a cosmopolitan process can lead to the
necessity of a global state to achieve full recognition of differences.
Thus, the struggle for recognition at the level of individuals, groups,
and states interacts within a single systemic logic.

The Critical Approach

The critical approach to international recognition is rooted in Axel
Honneth’s theory. In his social theory, social cohesion entails "a
struggle for the recognition of the identity claims of social actors."
These struggles persist until all groups and individuals have the
opportunity to participate in the political community, and stability is
achieved through the acceptance of recognition claims. Non-
recognition, in the form of disrespect—whether through mistreatment,
denial of rights, or insult—Ileads to struggles for recognition. Honneth



Abstracts / 33

argues that transferring the concept of recognition to international
relations is unproblematic and can apply to minorities, ethnic groups,
and others who struggle for recognition due to experiences of
exclusion or disrespect. However, discussing recognition in inter-state
relations is more challenging because states lack a singular collective
identity, given the presence of minority groups within them.
Nevertheless, states are recognized in the sense of acceptance (though
not necessarily respect). In international relations, the desire to avoid
public shame and the norms of diplomatic conduct prevent political
representatives from directly demanding respect from others. At the
same time, the definition of state interests is always embedded within
normative expectations that assume citizens desire recognition of their
collective identity. As a result, inter-state relations are shaped by
"conflicts over recognition." The desire for recognition can be used
both to legitimize aggressive foreign policies and to justify
conciliatory ones. However, the "we" that influences foreign policy
objectives emerges when expectations shape a collective narrative,
making certain international stances appear justified in light of desired
recognition and past humiliations. Governments can justify hostile and
aggressive actions only if they can convincingly present them as
responses to violations of their collective self-respect. Consequently,
states that either disrespect or respect other states influence their
foreign policies—either by pushing them toward aggression or toward
peaceful engagement.

Ayse Zarakol, drawing from a sociological framework with a
reinforced critical dimension, examines how Russia, the Ottoman
Empire, and Japan, as non-modern empires, faced European
superiority in military, technological, and other domains. In their quest
for recognition within the Westphalian system, they were forced to
abandon their self-affirming positions and instead negate themselves
as outsiders. Over time, they no longer saw modernity as an imposed
external force but rather as something to be voluntarily adopted and
imitated. Unlike colonized nations, they accepted their subordinate
position on the basis of their perceived lack of modernity. All three
states, having suffered historical trauma from military defeat and the
loss of empire, sought recognition and acceptance. In the twentieth
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century, they pursued grand strategies to reclaim their position within
the society of states. However, the revisionist policies of all three
ultimately failed, leaving them in an ambiguous position—both
external to and yet members of the international society. This led to an
existential anxiety in their state identities, as they internalized the
stigma imposed upon them. Despite their efforts at reform, revolution,
reactionary responses, and even war to be fully recognized as
"insiders," they were never entirely freed from their external status,
even as they remained partially integrated within international society.

The Normative Dimension of Recognition

The impact of recognition on the normative aspect of international
relations is undeniable. When discussing normative theories in
particular, as well as the normative dimension of both conventional
and critical international relations theories in general, we are
inevitably engaging with ethical debates. It can be argued that peace
and justice are the most fundamental normative concerns of these
theories. Peace and stability may be considered as part of a minimal
conception of justice. However, justice itself is less frequently
addressed directly due to the lack of international consensus on its
definition. Even in its minimal legal sense, international recognition
serves as a foundation for non-intervention, conflict reduction, and
peace, making it a fundamental pillar in what the English School
refers to as international society and what Alexander Wendt calls the
Lockean culture. Conversely, disrespect, as a form of non-recognition,
reduces the potential for cooperation and increases tension and
conflict. Recognition fosters a sense of respect, which in turn paves
the way for collaboration and conflict reduction. Beyond the formal
recognition of states, the recognition of differences and respect for
them become essential.

A teleological perspective on recognition extends beyond the
Lockean culture and even beyond anarchy itself. If the Kantian vision
of perpetual peace is to be realized, the process of recognition must
continue until it reaches the recognition of every individual. At that
stage, the emergence of a global state becomes inevitable, leading to
lasting peace and universal security under its governance. From a
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critical perspective, recognition is also viewed as a tool for peace.
While state recognition is based on the collective identity of its
people, the act of recognition—or lack thereof—plays a decisive role.
The use of soft power through respect and acknowledgment is the first
step toward fostering cooperation and peace, as it signals to citizens of
other states that they are understood and not regarded as inferior.
However, when considering the role of recognition in promoting
justice, its normative significance becomes even more evident.
Discussions of insult and disrespect hold weight primarily because
recognition is vital for individuals. Non-recognition is, in itself, a form
of injustice. Axel Honneth’s argument is explicitly centered on justice,
while Wendt’s argument, which focuses more on peace, inevitably
leads to considerations of justice. At the international level, Honneth
appears to prioritize justice for individuals and social groups, viewing
their recognition as essential for achieving justice. Ultimately, Wendt
also aligns with this perspective, as recognition—and consequently,
respect for human life—ensures justice for individuals. Of course,
recognition extends beyond mere respect for human life; it
encompasses the fulfillment of needs and other essential aspects,
paving the way for justice in a deeper and more comprehensive sense.

Conclusion

Although recognition has been approached from various
perspectives and examined through different theoretical frameworks,
what ultimately connects all these approaches is the normative
dimension of the discussion. This is because recognition is intrinsically
linked to peace and justice, which are among the most fundamental
normative and ethical concerns in international relations. As many
scholars have emphasized, normative issues are inescapable in
international relations, and thus, political theory continues to maintain
its relevance, particularly in relation to questions of peace and justice.
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Construction of "other'" and "violence" in the

Context and linguistic paradigm of radical Islamists
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In the field of political thought, concepts are among the main
means of giving meaning to the real world, in other words, the field of
praxis, which are always changing and evolving due to the change in
their use. Takfir and Jihad in Islam are among the concepts whose
meanings and functions have changed and had consequences in the
field of opinion and practice, especially for radical Islamists. Based on
this, showing how the violent emergence of the radical Islamist
current, due to the changes created in these concepts and in relation to
the "other", is the concern of the present research. The purpose of the
article is to show the evolution of radical Islamists' view of "the other"
and the impact of this evolution on the identity and performance of the
so-called Takfiri-Jihad movement in the use of violence. The method
of the article is John Pocock's historiography, which deals with the
interpretation and analysis of language in the political context. The
findings of the article show that the linguistic paradigm of radical
Islamists is "anti-otherness" or "denial of the other". The final result of
the article is that in a hierarchical relationship with "the other", radical
Islamists in a global and apocalyptic perspective divide the world into
two camps, "Islamic" and "Ignorant", between "themselves" and "the
other". Divided and to erase ignorance from the face of the earth, they
resorted to violence and demanded the removal of "the other".
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Introduction

The issue of violence, and especially violence by radical Islamists,
has sparked extensive, far-reaching, and controversial debates over the
past half century, the dimensions and scope of which have been
greatly enriched by the formation of various works and theories.
Among these existing works and theories, one can observe a diverse
and sometimes contradictory set of views on violence by radical
Islamists. Despite such efforts, what causes ambiguity in
understanding this phenomenon is the fluid and ambiguous nature of
concepts such as takfir and jihad in Islam, which have become the
subject of violence by radical Islamists. The extent and scope of their
violence against the "other" and their adherence to sacred concepts
have caused many non-religious people and even religious people to
flee, escape, and sometimes distance themselves from Islam. In this
regard, the concern of the present study is to show how the radical
Islamist movement emerged violently, through the changes created in
the concepts of takfir and jihad in the relationship between theory and
practice and in relation to the “other”.

Research Questions

The main question of this study is “What is the relationship
between the change in radical Islamists’ view of the “other” and their
violent actions?” However, in addition to this, several sub-questions
can also be presented:

1. What changes have radical Islamists’ view of the “other”
undergone?

2. What were the underlying factors influencing the change in
radical Islamists’ view of the “other”?

3. What effect has the change in the view of the “other” had on the
behavior and actions of radical Islamists?

4. Theoretical and methodological framework

In the twentieth century, language became the focus of
philosophical reflections. From these philosophical reflections, major
philosophical schools have emerged, such as the analytical philosophy
of language in Germany and the English-speaking world,
hermeneutics in Germany and then in France, and structural linguistics
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in France. These three streams of thought have brought about
developments in various branches of the humanities. Under the
influence of hermeneutics, the field of history of concepts was
established with ReinhardKozelek in Germany; with Michel Foucault,
the method of discourse analysis was created in France, and in the
English-speaking world, the Cambridge School of the historiography
of political thought was established (see Rorty, 1992). Although the
methodology of the Cambridge School, and especially the
methodology of John Pocock, can be used in various fields of political
science, it can be more useful in the field of political thought. His
method can be considered a kind of approach between contextualist
hermeneutics and discourse that deals with the interpretation and
analysis of language in a political context. Moreover, his theory is
both a method and a theory. In order to understand the violent
emergence of radical Islamism, one must also consider the historical
context of its emergence in addition to the text. In general, Pocock's
methodology claims that the history of thought shows the changes
made in languages, discourses, and paradigms that past peoples have
used through competition among themselves.

Discussion and interpretation of research findings

In general, the examination of the stages constituting the process of
analyzing language in a political context in Pocock's methodology can
be seen as answering the following five questions:

1. In a discourse, how do writers use a term and how is this term
repeated in different texts and contexts? (Pocock, 1986: 10).

2. Which linguistic paradigm does the political thinker use? What
is its conventional use? What does he do with that paradigm? And
what happens to the paradigm and the intellectual tradition to which it
belongs? (Pocock, 2016: 2).

3. Whose discourse do listeners or readers engage with, and what
effect does the action it sets in motion have on them? (Pocock, 1981:
67).

4. What effect does the historical context have on the speech act?
(Ibid. 68).

5. How are the intentions and speech acts of the writers carried out,
and what consequences do they have? (Pocock, 1987: 107-109)
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Stage One: Ignorance and the Other

The first stage of the analysis seeks to answer the question of how
writers use a term in a discourse and how this term is repeated in
different texts and contexts. What is important for the present study is
the genealogy of the term “ignorance”; what role the aforementioned
concept has played in the crisis that has arisen in the Islamic world,
how it has migrated and changed between different discourses, how
radical Islamists have used it in different historical periods, and what
role the “other” has played in its emergence.

Stage Two: The Linguistic Paradigm of “Other-ism”

The second stage is related to the linguistic paradigm; which
linguistic paradigm does the political thinker use? What is its
conventional use? What does he do with that paradigm? And what
happens to the paradigm and the intellectual tradition to which it
belongs? In this regard, and in the texts left by radical Islamists, which
linguistic paradigm do they use? What consequences and fate has this
paradigm had?

Stage Three: The Community and the “Other”

The third stage deals with the issue of whose discourse do listeners
or readers connect with and what effect does the action this discourse
initiates have? In this regard, how does the discourse of radical
Islamists connect with Muslims, and what solution does their speech
act offer to solve the crisis of the Islamic world and confront the
“Other”?

Stage Four: The “Other” in Context

The fourth stage deals with the effect of context on thought: What
effect does the historical context or background have on speech act?
In this regard, and during the period of time examined in this study,
what impact have the historical and political conditions of the Islamic
world, and especially the Middle East region, had on the speech act of
radical Islamists? If these conditions had not existed, would the
aforementioned developments in “otherness” and “violence” have
occurred?

Stage Five; Violence and the Other

The fifth stage analyzes the speech act of the writers; how were the
intentions and speech acts of the writers implemented and what
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consequences did they entail? In this regard, what impact have the
speech acts of radical Islamist writers had on the use of various forms
of violence in the Islamic world?

Conclusion

The linguistic paradigm of radical Islamists is characterized by
"other-phobia" or "takfir of the other," a paradigm that serves as a
form of identity-seeking and confrontation with the "Other." Rather
than being deeply rooted in Islamic traditions, this paradigm has been
shaped by contextual influences and transformations in the perception
of the "Other." Within this hierarchical relationship with the "Other,"
radical Islamists, adopting a global and apocalyptic worldview, divide
the world into two opposing camps: the "Islamic" (Good) and the
"Jahili" (Evil). To purge the world of jahiliyya, they resort to violence
and seek the elimination of the "Other."

The speech acts of radical Islamists in eliminating the "Other" have
manifested through discourses of resistance and supremacy. Sayyid
Qutb articulated the discourse of resistance as a response to Western
modernity, perceiving jahiliyya as a disease of modernity. To
eradicate it and establish divine sovereignty, he called for the
formation of a vanguard group that, akin to early Islam, must engage
in jihad to eliminate jahiliyya. In this pursuit, he advocated for the
eradication of existing civilizations through a form of divine violence.
Subsequently, to abolish idolatry through mythological violence, he
provided a fundamentalist interpretation of Islam, asserting the
inevitability of establishing Islamic rule. Ultimately, through
performative violence, he positioned the vanguard as the agent of this
form of violence, calling upon them to wage jihad.

The linguistic paradigm of radical Islamists has been shaped within
a specific context and has undergone transformations. This paradigm
has manifested most prominently in the Middle East. Two contextual
factors in the contemporary history of the Islamic world have played a
significant role in shaping, consolidating, and altering this linguistic
paradigm: modernity and the discord between tradition and modernity,
and the fear of Shi‘a expansion. Modernity entered the Islamic world
through colonialism, and since it revolted against all things traditional,
it fostered an atmosphere of doubt, distrust, and disrespect between
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the two sides. Instead of fostering a relationship of engagement, this
led to a relationship marked by hatred and violence.

The fear of Shi‘a expansion began in 1979, the year of the Iranian
Islamic Revolution and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The idea
of exporting the Shi‘a revolution by the newly established Islamic
Republic of Iran, along with its anti-Western discourse, led Sunni-
majority countries in the region and the West to form an unwritten
alliance against Shi‘a Iran and the "Red Devils." In this indirect
confrontation, they not only amplified Shi‘a-phobia but also
propagated a conservative Wahhabi Islam that eventually merged with
the ideas of Sayyid Qutb. Al-Qaeda emerged from such an ideological
and geopolitical climate. The 2003 invasion of Iraq and the
subsequent empowerment of Shi‘a factions after a long period of
oppression and marginalization led Iraqi Shi‘as to adopt behaviors
similar to their formerly dominant Sunni rulers. Amidst the ensuing
political chaos, the weakness of the central government, Iran’s support
for Iraqi Shi‘as, and the rise of the "Shi‘a Crescent" narrative provided
fertile ground for radical Islamists to propagate their ideology. The
discourse that emerged in this context pursued two main objectives:
combating the Western "Other," i.e., foreign occupying forces, and
transforming Shi‘as into the primary "Other." It was in this climate
that ISIS emerged. Unlike al-Qaeda, which primarily targeted external
"Others," ISIS focused more on "self-othering."
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Linguistics and its application in the social sciences in the
nineteenth century relied on a structuralist perspective and, as a result,
was largely fatalistic and rigid. At the beginning of the twentieth
century, with the occurrence of the linguistic turn, an opportunity was
provided for this rigid approach to become more flexible and also to
provide the methodological and epistemological opportunities needed
to interpret and explain plural discourses and language games. This
opposition itself is embodied in the person of Wittgenstein. In the
early phase of his thought, as an analytical philosopher heavily relying
on formal logic, he practically considered only one discourse and
language game as the opportunity for design, but in the later phase of
his thought, he provided the foundations for accepting pluralism in the
field of language games. His intellectual legacy and that of all the
thinkers who in the twentieth century, in the form of post-structuralist
approaches, began to think in the field of language and epistemology,
was a methodology that, in the form of "critical discourse analysis",
on the one hand, gives the opportunity for plurality and diversity in
the field of discourses to human and social agents, and on the other
hand, in analyzing the linguistic and discursive games of these agents,
it pays attention to both their objective and personal context and
interprets their text and language. Through this theoretical struggle, a
methodology has been created that seems to be useful and applicable
for interpreting and explaining any field of social interaction that is
based on power relations.
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Introduction

Linguistics and its application in the social sciences in the 19th
century relied on a structuralist view and, as a result, was largely
deterministic and rigid. At the beginning of the 20th century, with the
occurrence of the linguistic turn, an opportunity arose for this rigid
approach to become more flexible and also provide the
methodological and epistemological opportunities needed for the
interpretation and explanation of multiple discourses and language
games. This very opposition is embodied in the person of
"Wittgenstein." He, who in the early phase of his thought as an
analytical philosopher was heavily reliant on formal logic, in practice
only considered one discourse and language game worthy of being
proposed, in the later phase of his thought, laid the foundations for
accepting plurality in the realm of language games. The intellectual
legacy of him and all the thinkers who in the 20th century, in the form
of post-structuralist approaches, engaged in thought in the fields of
language and epistemology, was a methodology that in the form of
"critical discourse analysis" on the one hand gives the opportunity of
plurality and diversity in the realm of discourses to human and social
agents, and on the other hand, in the analysis of the linguistic and
discursive games of these agents, pays attention to both their objective
and personal context and interprets their text and language. Through
this theoretical endeavor, a methodology has been created that seems
to be useful and applicable for the interpretation and also the
explanation of any field of social interaction that is based on power
relations.

Discourse analysis, as a relatively new field in the social sciences,
is the result of philosophical endeavors that have become known as
the linguistic turn. Before the beginning of the linguistic turn phase in
the social sciences, these sciences were mostly under the control of
essentialism. The linguistic turn caused "language" itself to become
involved as a factor and a determining element in the developments of
social science scholars.

Research Methodology

The research method of this article is qualitative and based on
grounded theory. This method, in avoiding deductive prejudices, tries
to first, apart from various theories in its field of study, examine the
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raw data, then comment on what that phenomenon is, and even create
a new theory. Therefore, in this research as well, instead of relying on
existing theories, more emphasis is placed on the methodology related
to linguistic and discursive action and procedure. In the next section,
we will see how the method of discourse analysis has emerged from
the criticism of essentialism.

Theoretical Framework

Essentialism is a doctrine according to which each specific thing is
assumed to have inherent, a priori, and eternal characteristics. Essence
or substance is a characteristic that a thing always possesses and it is
impossible for it to be removed from it. In contrast, accident is a
characteristic that an existing thing may or may not possess. The
removal and elimination of accident from an existing thing does not
destroy its existence, but the removal of essence or substance from an
existing thing is impossible and means its non-existence.

Essentialism is by no means problematic when it comes to natural
phenomena such as materials that have constant properties. The
problem begins when we introduce this concept into the human and
social spheres. Social objects primarily have a multiplicity and
diversity of characteristics and elements that can be considered
essential or accidental; secondly, many or perhaps all of these
elements are subject to change in the long term.

Attributing essentiality to social affairs is a very dangerous task;
because, for example, many of the characteristics that individuals
possess are due to the process of socialization, situational and
temporary moods, and specific individual abilities, and therefore it is
not an inherent matter but a matter contingent on the individual's
specific experiences. The same is true of the characteristics that are
attributed to societies and human groups.

Essentialities exist in all spheres. But the issue is that, contrary to
the apparent meaning of the word essence, essential characteristics,
especially in the civil and human realm, are not necessarily eternal.
Essentialities in the natural world are almost stable and eternal. It can
be accepted that the properties of materials and also the laws of
physics are eternal and everlasting. But even in the field of biology,
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different species have evolved and changed shape over time.

The issue is a bit more complicated in the realm of social sciences.
The essence of social institutions in the ontological dimension is fluid
and changing. The other issue, however, has an epistemological nature
and goes back to how and from what perspective we observe the
essence. For example, gender is certainly considered an essential
matter for individuals. But the question is from what perspective and
in what realm. For example, gender in childbirth and reproduction is
an essential matter; but in the realm of competence and professional
ability of individuals, it is not only not essential, but even considered
an irrelevant matter.

Let's examine a familiar example of confusing an essence with an
unrelated consequence in the field of international relations. Anarchy,
at least in the current conditions, is considered an essential
characteristic of the international system. By definition, the absence of
a central authority is the essential definition of anarchy, and this
definition is currently valid. The realists claim that the consequence
and result of this anarchic essence of the international system is the
pessimism of states towards each other and, as a result, their constant
recourse to self-help.

But Alexander Wendt questions this relationship and emphasizes
that self-help is not caused by anarchy, but by the egoismof states.
Precisely because the premise of anarchy does not have an essential
relationship with the consequence claimed by the realists, namely self-
help, other forms of interactionism between states can be imagined; a
form in which states seek absolute and unrestrained conflict with each
other; a content and culture that Wendt calls Hobbesian anarchy. A
form in which states seek restrained self-help and competition, not
absolute conflict with each other, which is called Lockean anarchy,
and also a content in which states have abandoned the principle of
self-help and relied on collective security, which is called Kantian
anarchy (Wendt, 1386: 27 and 359-450). Therefore, it is conceivable
and probable that the essence, even assuming its stability, can bring
about different results depending on other side conditions.

Research Findings
As we said earlier, essentialism is sometimes the issue of relating



54 / Pizhithish-i siyasat-i nazari

two unrelated matters; such as relating a physiological essence like
gender to the competence and professional ability of individuals. But
in addition to this, essentialism is sometimes the issue of reducing one
matter to another matter that may not be fully expressive and
informative of that issue.

The common characteristic in all essentialist approaches is the
emphasis on a characteristic in the phenomenon under study and, as a
result, neglecting other characteristics of that phenomenon. Social
science theories generally resort to essentialist formulas in an attempt
to achieve a central element in explaining phenomena, and ultimately,
by resorting to abstraction, they reach a single and universal theory.
These theories, of course, are very useful in understanding social
phenomena, but they are generally not able to describe all the
processes of creating a phenomenon.

Conclusion

This article began with references to the opposition between
essentialism and the linguistic turn. We explained how people like
Saussure and Wittgenstein made claims against the objective truth and
the essential and original attribution of signifiers to signify. Saussure's
discussion is important to us because it deals with the internal
relations of the language system. Although the theories of discourse
analysis and also the methods derived from these theories are more
based on post-structuralism in linguistics than Saussurean
structuralism, his emphasis on the internal relationship of signifiers
within the language system has a practical aspect for us.

Also, according to the two main teachings of Wittgenstein's
linguistic developments, the issue of language games and the
emphasis on the logic specific to each language game in explaining
and clarifying the discursive discontinuity observed between each
political discourse can be utilized.

The emphasis on the discussions of Saussure's linguistic
structuralism was done in order for the reader to understand a stage in
the history of contemporary linguistics during which the self-reliance
and endogenous nature of the linguistic structure and system were
emphasized, and as a result, the essential or inherent connection of
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language and linguistic signifiers to signified became irrelevant, and
finally, the conventional element of these signifiers was emphasized.
However, as observed in the discussion of Wittgenstein's transition
from the early to the later phase of his reflections, the linguistic turn
ultimately went beyond structural stability and also the emphasis that
logical positivists or positivists had on the "truth condition" and the
correspondence theory of the linguistic signifier with the external
objective signified, and thus the opportunity for the emergence of
post-structuralists was provided.

Although the post-structuralist tradition is not limited to Foucault
and includes great figures such as Derrida, Barthes, Deleuze, Lyotard,
Baudrillard, Laclau, Mouffe and many others, in this article, in order
to maintain brevity, an attempt was made to briefly introduce Michel
Foucault as one of the most influential figures in the formation of the
methodology of critical discourse analysis. It was mentioned that
Foucault, especially in his genealogical project, tries to examine the
role and impact of power on the formation of discourses and regimes
of truth and representations that are presented of the social world.

Finally, in the next section, we referred to the main figure of the
critical discourse analysis approach, namely Norman Fairclough.
Although it was not possible to address the details of Fairclough's
predominantly linguistic methodology in discourse analysis, we
explained that Fairclough divides each discursive procedure,
according to its function in representation, into three functions:
ideation or representation of the world in which discursive interaction
takes place; representation of the subject positions that inevitably and
based on the represented dictionary of this field of interaction
establish a power relationship with each other; and finally,
representation of a specific type of interaction logic between these
subject positions.
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The evolution of the habits of the secular intellectual
field in the face of modernity and the West

Giti Pourzaki’

Intellectuals in any society play a major role in constructing
definitions, facts, and events by producing and validating certain
ideas, beliefs, and policies and delegitimizing other linguistic
products. Since the confrontation with the West has been, if not the
most important, at least one of the most important challenges facing
the Iranian subject, studying how intellectuals responded to this
confrontation and their effective role in inspiring and politically
mobilizing broad segments of society in this confrontation will be of
great importance in the study of contemporary Iranian history. In
general, in the contemporary intellectual field of Iran, two types of
intellectuals can be distinguished in a general division: secular
intellectuals and religious intellectuals. These two intellectual groups
have sometimes had different positions on different events (including
the confrontation with the West and modernity) and have produced
different linguistic capitals and products. Following these different
positions and their evolution in different periods is an important and
fascinating discussion that has received little attention. Therefore, the
main question of this research is what evolution has occurred in the
verbal goods produced in the field of secular intellectualism in the
face of the West from the Constitutional era tothe Islamic Revolution?
The method and theory used in this research are derived from Pierre
Bourdieu's theory of action and his structuration method.

Habits of the secular intellectual field during the Constitutional
period: Simultaneously with the Qajar government in Iran, the West
was following its path of prosperity and progress in the wake of
scientific, technological, economic, and political developments, and in
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the eyes of the Iranian thinker, it appeared to be a wonderland that,
although it had its shortcomings and could be criticized in some
cultural and moral aspects, was progressing and well-defined in
economy, politics, health, education, industry, etc. In contrast, Iran
was a backward country, plagued by disease, poverty, and corruption,
tyranny, lawlessness, and in a word, backwardness. Mirza Malekum
Khan, Talibov, Akhundzadeh, Malek al-Mutakalemin, Taghizadeh,
and most intellectuals of this period shared this perception of Iran.
After raising the issue and declaring the pain of backwardness, and of
course determining the desired and ideal situation in the West, the
secular intellectuals of this period began to produce linguistic goods in
which solutions and treatments for the pain were presented. In most of
these solutions and therapeutic prescriptions, elements of modernity
(such as trust in human reason and science, Western-style science
education, democracy and law) were the saviors, and the West was
considered the model and example of this salvation.

In the view of the secular intellectuals of this period, the
components of modernity such as human reason, respect for man and
his rights, the acquisition of knowledge, the demand for the
formulation and implementation of law, and freedom of thought will
not only create better people, but also a more organized and advanced
society. The production of linguistic goods with the keywords of
progress, transformation, civilization, progress, and civilization in the
intellectual field of this period had become the domain of the field,
and by producing goods appropriate to it, they turned modernization
into the symbolic capital of the field. Thus, this symbolic capital and
established domains in the common intellectual field continued in the
following years and decades, even until the Pahlavi era, and did not
change much. Many secular intellectuals were defenders of Reza
Khan Mirpanj and saw him as a powerful leader who could take this
path during the transition period. But this process stopped for multiple
reasons and then took a completely different path.

For many reasons, such as the objective and subjective effects of
World War I and World War II on Iranian society; the 1953 coup and
the role of the US government in it; the defense of Western
governments against the Pahlavi dictators, and the spread of leftist
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intellectual movements in the world, caused this positive image of the
West and modernity to be overturned.

The Habitus of Secular Intellectuals in the 1960s and 1970s (i.c.
1340s and 1350s Shamsi): The most significant habitus of intellectuals
in the 1960s and 1970s (i.e. 1340s and 1350s Shamsi) was their
commitment to political and social engagement. Intellectuals were
perceived as the sensitive pulse of society, expected to be its vocal
advocate in addressing social and political challenges. Based on this
commitment, intellectuals were compelled to take a stance on the most
critical confrontation of Iranian society—its encounter with the West.

The conception of the West presented in the secular intellectual
discourse of this period was fundamentally different from that of the
Constitutional Era intellectuals. In this new image, the West itself was
entangled in various crises and in need of remedy, which, it was
believed, could be found in Eastern traditions, including Islamic
culture and spirituality.

While Constitutional Era intellectuals regarded tradition as an
impediment to progress and considered its eradication a prerequisite
for advancement, the new generation of intellectuals viewed the
revival of tradition as the first step forward and labeled it as an
authentic cultural foundation. These intellectuals began to see religion,
mysticism, and Islam as sources of spiritual and ethical strength and as
solutions to the crises of their time.

In addition to critically reassessing their own historical role, secular
intellectuals simultaneously emphasized the significance of religious
scholars and Islam, acknowledging their motivating and dynamic
power. They actively contributed to reconstructing the image of
tradition, elevating its status in intellectual discourse.

The Islamic Revolution and the Transformation of Secular
Intellectual Discourse: Following the Islamic Revolution, the
linguistic and symbolic capital of secular intellectuals underwent a
rapid transformation. Before the revolution, revolutionary actors had
shared a common discourse in producing concepts and linguistic
capital. However, after the revolution’s victory, competition over the
ownership of the symbolic capital that had been created intensified
both within the intellectual sphere and between the intellectual sphere



Abstracts / 61

and other fields (such as politics, religious institutions, and other
producers of linguistic capital).

In this contest, for reasons requiring separate investigation, the
secular intellectual field ultimately lost its position in the production
and reconstruction of symbolic linguistic capital, surrendering it to
other domains. The dominant power in the intellectual and political
discourse shifted to the religious institutions and Islamic groups.
These groups, adopting a critical stance toward the secular
intellectuals’ linguistic and conceptual frameworks, sought to exclude
them from public discourse—and to a large extent, they succeeded.

At the same time, due to internal fragmentation and lack of
cohesion, secular intellectuals themselves failed to package and
present new linguistic products in a way that could gain acceptance
and be transformed into symbolic capital. As a result, they largely
ceded the linguistic market to their opponents. Furthermore, for at
least several decades, they lost their common language with the
masses. Over time, due to various sociopolitical factors, the
intellectual sphere gradually lost its privileged position in producing
linguistic capital altogether.
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Implementation of Comprehensive Economic
Development Programs in Iran
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The implementation of several comprehensive economic
development programs in Iran over the past few decades, along with
the persistence of various economic challenges, highlights the fact that
insufficient attention has been paid to the drivers and key issues facing
the country's economic development. Identifying these drivers will
enable the optimal and efficient allocation of societal resources and
capabilities, ensuring maximum benefits with minimal effort and cost.
In this article, a "driver" refers to factors, contexts, and conditions that
can significantly impact economic development and assist other
factors in achieving their effects. Thus, a development driver leads the
factors that can realize economic development in the country.

In the studies reviewed in this report, researchers have primarily
adopted a futures studies approach to identify drivers and propose
solutions for planning. The Delphi method has been used in all
studies, sometimes solely for identifying variables and other times for
both identifying and prioritizing them. The difference in this study lies
in the collection of factors, which was done in two stages: first
through content analysis and then through expert workshops. The
factors were then weighted and prioritized based on expert opinions,
and finally placed in a structural matrix to determine direct and
indirect effects, resulting in the identification of key drivers.
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Theoretical Framework

This study draws its theoretical framework from various theories,
including Solow's modern economic growth theory, community-based
and equality-oriented perspectives such as those of Gunnar Myrdal,
Boeke, and Amartya Sen, structuralist perspectives, post-development
views, the Washington Consensus, institutionalism, and perspectives
based on social capital and behavioral economics. The framework
integrates these theories, considering the consensus among different
approaches in understanding the factors, contexts, and foundations of
growth and development in Iran. Therefore, in this study, factors of
economic development and growth were extracted based on various
studies and approaches and presented to experts with diverse
perspectives. The experts' opinions, informed by their understanding
of Iran's economic realities, provide a consensus on the drivers of
economic growth and development. Notably, this consensus also
considers the direct and indirect effects of these factors on one
another.

Research Methodology

This study is a mixed-methods research, combining qualitative and
quantitative models, and is descriptive, analytical, and applied in
nature. Data collection was conducted through documentary and
survey methods, and qualitative analysis was performed using
structural analysis. In the first step, approximately 410 factors and
drivers affecting the country's economic development were identified
through a review of documentary and library resources (articles,
books, theses, and scientific reports). These factors were then refined
by merging and removing duplicates and less significant items
through expert workshops, resulting in 40 key factors.

In the next step, the list of these factors and drivers was presented
to prominent experts and specialists in the field of economic
development in the form of a questionnaire. They were asked to weigh
the factors based on their impact. The questionnaire was designed in
three sections. In the first section, the 40 economic development
factors extracted from content analysis were presented for weighting
and determining their importance using a Likert scale, and the most
important factors were identified. In the second section, experts were
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asked to propose additional factors along with their importance
coefficients. In the third section, they were asked to provide necessary
comments and explanations to improve the process. After prioritizing
the factors and drivers of economic development based on expert
opinions, the six factors with the highest scores and impact were
selected and presented again to the experts. In the second
questionnaire, in addition to requesting a re-weighting of the factors,
experts were asked to estimate the impact of each factor on the others
using a pre-designed matrix. This was done to analyze the interactions
between the drivers.

The study's target population included experts and managers in the
field of economic sciences and executive activities. In total, 19
participants contributed to the first stage of expert consultation
(weighting factors and potentially revising the factor list), and 13
participants contributed to the second stage (re-weighting and
completing the interaction matrix).

Findings

The Delphi process revealed that six key factors were selected as the
main drivers of economic development. These factors, in order of their
higher average scores as determined by experts, are:

1. Improving international and regional interactions and resolving
conflicts

2. Reforming the quality of the government bureaucracy

3. Reforming the decision-making system (enhancing awareness
and increasing the application of science, freeing from capture)

4. Reforming the quality of the judicial system

5. Reforming the economic structure

6. Supporting domestic private sector investment

This order of drivers can provide policymakers with a framework
to prioritize these factors and incorporate them into development
planning and policy-making.

The analysis of direct effects shows that the decision-making
system is the most influential driver, directly affecting the reform of
the bureaucracy. The reform of the bureaucracy, in turn, impacts the
reform of the economic structure, which then influences the support
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for domestic private sector investment. These drivers are not only key
factors—or drivers of economic development—in their own right but
also have broader impacts on the country's economic development
through their interactions with other drivers. Among these, the
improvement of international and regional interactions, which has the
highest average score, is a highly influenced driver. The reform of the
judicial system, while important, does not show significant
relationships with other drivers in terms of influence and is thus
considered an independent driver that improves economic
development on its own.

The analysis of indirect effects shows that the decision-making
system, as a driver of economic development, influences both the
support for domestic private sector investment and the reform of the
economic structure, making it a crucial factor in economic
development. The reform of the bureaucracy can also influence the
support for domestic private sector investment, establishing it as a
significant driver of economic development.

The stability analysis revealed that the system is unstable, meaning
that the relationships of influence and dependence among the drivers
identified here are not stable. This implies that these conditions could
change due to other factors, altering the current relationships.
Therefore, policymakers and planners must consider that these
relationships are valid under the current conditions.

Executive Recommendations

Based on the results of this study, the following goals and priorities
for the country's social and economic development should be
established:

1. Reforming the decision-making system at the macro level
based on existing perspectives and human experiences, and improving
this system according to governance indicators.

2. Establishing a defined level of international interaction in
the region and globally to determine Iran's position in the world in
terms of per capita income, employment, human and social capital,
and other human, social, political, and cultural indicators, especially
multidimensional poverty indicators. International interactions should
be promptly organized based on clear and predictable objectives so
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that all components of the national economy and active economic
actors can align their long-term strategies accordingly, placing the
country on the path to development.

3. Reforming the bureaucracy is crucial, as many experts
consider it an obstacle to the implementation of development
programs and social, cultural, economic, and political policies.

4. Reforming the economic structure should be expedited
based on existing and potential capacities to move away from heavy
reliance on raw material exports and transition to a knowledge-based,
innovative, and creative economy. Reforming the economic structure
by reducing dependence on natural resources, focusing on
production—especially industrial production—and reducing state and
quasi-state monopolies while increasing public and private sector
participation can lead to sustainable social welfare growth. These
reforms also include institutional changes, such as transforming a rent-
seeking culture into an entrepreneurial one and shifting from a
brokerage culture to a production-oriented one.

5. Reforming the judicial system within the framework of
developmental goals to protect property rights, social justice, and the
enforceability of contracts.

Supporting private sector investment through efficient and effective
mechanisms is the most important pillar of economic development,
signifying public participation in the economy.
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Rereading Hobbes' Visual Politics¢
An Iconological Perspective on The Leviathan

Mostafa Ensafi’
Shoja Ahmadvand ™
Introduction

In this article, the aim is not to address the theoretical issues
contained in Leviathan, but rather to confront Hobbes’s visual politics
from a philosophical iconographic perspective. Introduction Hobbes’s
Leviathan, as one of the most prominent works in the field of modern
political thought, is depicted in an icon that has metaphorically become
the most prominent political figure in the history of modern political
thought. This icon, both in its entirety and in its components, contains
elements that, by interpreting and dismantling its foundations, reveal
Hobbes’s biopolitical system and the extent of his influence in the field
of political thought. In addition, the reason for considering Hobbes’s
intellectual work as modern and its difference from other thinkers who
were thinking during his lifetime will be revealed. The main question of
the article is: What idea did Hobbes intend to convey by choosing this
symbol for the introduction to his book? And basically, what elements
and ideological foundations does the symbol of Leviathan, despite its
powerful theological themes, have that have made it the most prominent

figure in modern political thought?

Keywords: Hobbes, Leviathan, Christian theology, Gnostic Theology,
katechon.

1. Introduction and Statement of the Problem
The purpose of this paper is not to delve into the theoretical
discussions presented in Leviathan, but rather to engage with Hobbes's
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political visuality from the perspective of philosophical iconology.
The introduction of Hobbes's Leviathan, as one of the most significant
works in modern political thought, is adorned with an image that
metaphorically became the most prominent political figure in the
history of modern political philosophy. This image, both in its entirety
and in its individual elements, contains components that, through
interpretation and deconstruction, reveal Hobbes’s political biology,
and the influence of his work in the realm of political thought
becomes apparent. Additionally, this paper will clarify the modern
nature of Hobbes's intellectual endeavor and distinguish it from other
thinkers of his time. Hobbes frequently utilized iconography in nearly
all his works, including Leviathan, The Citizen, and in the preface of
his translation of Thucydides's History of the Peloponnesian War.
Unlike contemporary book covers, which are often designed without
much thought, the icons chosen during the late Middle Ages and the
Renaissance carried a specific meaning that is crucial to understanding
the works. The goal of this paper is to offer a modern interpretation of
the famous icon of Leviathan, designed by the prominent
iconographer Abraham Boss, a contemporary of Hobbes. The primary
question of the paper is: what idea did Hobbes aim to convey by
selecting this particular icon for the preface of his book? Furthermore,
despite the image's strong theological undertones, what ideological
elements and foundations make this image the most prominent figure
in modern political thought? The paper aims to provide a
deconstructive re-reading of Hobbes’s work from the perspective of
the icon featured in the preface of Leviathan. The hypothesis of this
paper is that Hobbes, through this icon, established the foundation for
modern biopolitics—a biopolitics constantly fluctuating between
security and health.

2. Methodology

Contemporary hermeneutic methods are divided into two
categories: textual and contextual. Textualists view the text as self-
contained, independent of the author's influence and the social-
political context, while contextualists argue for a strong relationship
between the text, the author, and the socio-political conditions of the
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author’s time. Among these, Quentin Skinner, a founder of the
Cambridge school in the history of political thought, sought to create a
form of coexistence between these two methods to address their
shortcomings, resulting in a third methodology. Skinner’s hermeneutic
methodology aims to answer the fundamental question of what
procedures should be followed in the interpretation of a text. To
achieve this, Skinner proposes five steps:

1. Placing the text in its linguistic or ideological context, i.e., a
collection of writings or prevalent discourses of the time on similar
topics or shared norms.

2. Investigating whether the author intended to challenge or
confirm the status quo with their writing.

3. Considering the issue of ideological transformation and
examining marginal and sub-ideologies.

4. Understanding the relationship between political ideology and
action, especially how certain ideologies are spread and how they
affect political behavior.

5. Finally, addressing which ideas and political actions play a
role in promoting and normalizing ideological transformation.

In this paper, Skinner’s interpretive methodology is applied to
analyze Hobbes’s intellectual system in Leviathan, which serves as a
metaphysical foundation for modern political thought.

3. Research Findings

Hobbes derived the name "Leviathan" from chapters 40 and 41 of
the book of Job in the Old Testament, where Leviathan is depicted as
the most powerful and massive sea creature. These verses describe
Leviathan as a creature that causes trembling upon being seen, with
invincible defenses and the power to strike terror. However, upon
encountering the icon in the preface of Hobbes’s Leviathan, none of
these descriptions are immediately apparent. Instead, we are
confronted with a human-like figure, whose head and body are
distinctly human. Yet, through magnification or through the
photographic technique of "aggrandizement," hidden dimensions of
the icon begin to reveal themselves, transforming its meaning and
unveiling the hidden logos within it. This requires enlarging the image
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and focusing on the smaller details, as they change the interpretation
of the icon.

The icon’s central message portrays a full-scale battle, symbolized
by various emblems. For instance, on one side, there are sharp,
argumentative weapons symbolizing scholastic techniques and the
dual powers of the Church, both religious and secular. Beneath these
religious symbols, there is an image of a council of priests observing a
debate. On the right side, under the sword, we see a series of images
representing weapons of war, including a castle, a royal crown,
cannons, and a shield, ultimately depicting a universal state of
warfare. As Hobbes discusses in Chapter 29 of Leviathan, this image
symbolizes the beginning of anarchy and chaos, a condition he deeply
feared. Hobbes asserts that the destruction of states does not come
from external enemies but from internal dysfunctions, such as diseases
and anomalies, with the clergy and Church being the chief agents of
this disruption. From this, Hobbes portrays a theological struggle
between the Church and the state.

4. Conclusion

There is no doubt about the theological nature of Hobbes’s political
thought. However, many interpreters of Leviathan mistakenly
associate Hobbes’s political theology with Christian theology. In fact,
Hobbes does not approach theology from a Christian perspective in
Leviathan. Instead, we can observe another theological tradition
within this work, which is reflected in the famous icon in the preface.
Christian theology is based on concepts such as the sanctity of
humanity, the divinity of nature, and the justice of nature—none of
which appear in Leviathan. Hobbes portrays humanity as inherently
wicked and describes the natural state, the original fall of man, as an
unjust and war-torn condition. Hobbes believes the state of the world
is one of chaos and anarchy, where humanity is not the pinnacle of
creation, but instead, humans become predatory and violent. Hobbes’s
natural state does not suggest the existence of a rational creator;
otherwise, there would be no need for a social contract or civil state.
The theology within Leviathan is not derived from Christian theology,
but rather from Gnostic theology, where the absolute God is distant



Abstracts / 73

from the material world, and a smaller, finite deity (the Demiurge)
governs it, much like Hobbes's vision of Leviathan. In Gnostic
theology, the world and humanity are corrupt and wicked, and the
world is akin to a chaotic abyss that must be restrained until the
promised Messiah returns. Many elements of Gnostic theology and
nominalist methodology can be seen in the icon in the preface of
Leviathan. Hobbes and his iconographer, Abraham Boss, cleverly
employed the human figure to depict Leviathan, conveying its finite
and small nature. Leviathan is not the omnipotent God of Christian
theology, but rather a small, finite god capable of standing against the
chaos of the natural state. Unlike Carl Schmitt and Jacob Taubes's
views, Leviathan is not a Messiah or savior but a “restrainer” that,
from the Gnostic perspective, stands between the anarchic world and
the messianic state, preventing the outbreak of evil forces.
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The Relationship between "Self'" and "Other"
in the Political Thought of Javad Tabatabai
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The relationship between the traditional Iranian "Self" and the
modern Western "Other" in the political thought of JavadTabatabai is
the central issue of this article. Chantal Mouffe's theory has been
selected as the theoretical framework, and based on it; this issue and
its dimensions are examined. The findings indicated that Tabatabai
bases his assumptions on the principle of "Rupture" and, like the
German Blumenberg, while giving originality to modernity and its
inevitability, adheres to the theory of "Rupture." Then, he pursues the
relationship between "Self" and "Other" from the perspective of the
encounter between tradition and modernity, and unlike the proponents
of tradition, he does not place modernity in contradiction and
opposition to "Tradition." Also, unlike the proponents of Western
modernity, he does not consider the age of tradition to be over and an
obstacle to progress and development. From his point of view,
historical continuity and connection with the new world are possible
not through tradition-avoidance and imitative tradition-acceptance,
nor through the uncritical acceptance of Western modernity, but
through the revival of the rational possibilities of tradition in
connection with the concepts of the new world. Tabatabai understands
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the logic of tradition in light of the requirements of the new world, and
thus, unlike the proponents of tradition and modernity, he avoids other
making the "Self" and "Other" between the two.

Keywords: Rupture and Continuity, "Self," "Other," Tradition and
Modernity.

Introduction

Examining Sayyid JavadTabatabaei's thought on the subject of the
Self and the Other reveals that he initially emphasizes and focuses on
the discussion of tradition and modernity. Within this framework, he
strives to understand the meaning, concept, and relationship between
the two. In contemporary political literature, there are two general
viewpoints: One emphasizes the connection between modernity and
tradition, believing that modernity has theological roots; the other
posits a separation between modernity and tradition, arguing that
modernity has emerged in clear opposition to the world of tradition.
Schmitt and Blumenberg are respectively examples and
representatives of these two approaches.

In this context, Sayyid Javad Tabatabaei, while acknowledging the
separation of modernity from ancient tradition, believes that modern
understanding is only possible through understanding tradition.
Accordingly, the main issue of this article is to explain the relationship
between the Self (Iranian tradition) and the Other (Western
modernity) in Tabatabaei's thought, based on his works. Generally,
relying on those who believe in the separation between tradition and
modernity in Iran, three approaches have emerged: Absolute rejection
of tradition and complete acceptance of modernity; complete
acceptance of tradition and absolute rejection of modernity; and the
inevitability of modernity and the possibility of understanding it
through tradition.

Tabatabaei belongs to the third approach and, based on this
approach, establishes a specific relationship between the traditional
Iranian "Self" and the modern Western "Other." This, on the one hand,
distinguishes him from native thinkers such as Jalal Al Ahmad and Ali
Shariati, who advocated the slogan of "Return to Self," and on the
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other hand, differentiates him from the absolute acceptance of
modernity by other secular and Western-oriented Iranian thinkers who
considered tradition an obstacle to Iran's progress. Based on this
introduction, and clearly, the main question of the article is:

"What is the relationship between the traditional Iranian "Self" and
the modern Western "Other" in JavadTabatabaei's political thought?"

It is obvious that the relationship between Self and Other, as one of
the most important issues in the history of political thought,
encompasses various topics and a diverse range of ethnic, gender,
racial, religious, and identity dualities, etc. Therefore, with the aim of
narrowing the scope of research, the relationship between the Self and
the Other in Tabatabaei's views is examined solely from the
perspective of tradition and modernity.

Theoretical Framework

In this research, documentary method was used for data collection,
and analytical and interpretive methods were used for reasoning the
information. The research approach is based on examining the
dichotomy of self-other and tradition-modernity. While examining
different types of encounters with the other, Mouffe's agonistic model
was used as the criterion for conformity.

In her book "On the Political," Chantal Mouffe outlines one of the
most important possible relationships between "Self" and "Other" in
the political realm. In the same book, she formulates different types of
encounters with the "Other" in three aspects: Antagonistic, post-
political, and agonistic. The antagonistic relationship is full of
monologue and, likewise, boundless violence. In fact, post-political
and antagonistic encounters start from different origins, but both
ultimately lead to violence. According to Mouffe, the post-political
encounter falls within the liberal paradigm. In this type of encounter,
the attempt is made to resolve conflicts through dialogue and lead to
"Mutual Understanding" or even "Consensus." However, Mouffe
seriously criticizes this view and considers the post-political
relationship to be a non-political relationship, one that, even if applied
in the political arena, will lead to serious troubles for society. Finally,
by mentioning these two types of post-political and antagonistic
encounters of the relationship between self and other, Mouffe arrives
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at her desired third type, which is possible and desirable, entitled the
"Agonistic" encounter.

Attention to superficial interpretations and the stances of critics and
opponents of Tabatabai's thought seems to be a kind of antagonistic
conflict in his thought, where the identity of this approach is formed
on distinction, opposition, and contradiction; although the dichotomy
of tradition and modernity itself is the origin of many antagonistic
conflicts, which cannot be denied. By examining Tabatabai's attitude
towards the self (tradition) and the other (modernity) more deeply, the
absence of conflict with this historical dichotomy is inferred. From his
point of view, there is no contradiction in accepting tradition and
modernity. Modernity is a continuation of the path of tradition, and
modern understanding is only possible through understanding
tradition. Therefore, Tabatabai's thought aligns with the agonistic
encounter. The goal in this type of encounter is not to resolve conflict
and contention, and it is not necessarily the case that the parties
ultimately reach an agreement.

Rather, the goal is to manage this conflict through political and
democratic mechanisms. Conflicts are not denied, but resolved
through legal and political mechanisms.

Conclusion

The relationship between self and other is a very important one for
understanding the history of thought. Given its importance, this article
attempts to trace this relationship in the political thought of
JavadTabatabai, as one of the Iranian writers.

The encounter between self and other, from Mouffe's perspective,
is multifaceted. "Agonistic encounter" considers conflict as the engine
of societal movement, and the goal in this type of encounter is not to
resolve the conflict, nor is it intended that the parties necessarily reach
an agreement in the end; rather, the goal is to control this conflict and
manage it through political and democratic mechanisms. This type of
encounter with the other is in line with Tabatabai's approach. Among
the positive points that Mouffe mentions is the acceptance of conflict
as a reality in the political sphere and that in agonism, the conflict and
opposition of the parties in the realm of politics cannot be eliminated.



Abstracts / 79

With this reasoning, regarding the dichotomy of tradition (self) and
modernity (other), thinkers adhere to two ideas: the idea of rupture
and the idea of continuity between tradition and modernity.

The findings indicated that Tabatabai bases his assumptions on the
principle of "Rupture" and, like Blumenberg, while giving originality
to modernity and its inevitability, adheres to the theory of "Rupture."
In general, relying on the opinion of those who believe in a rupture
between tradition and modernity in Iran, three approaches have
emerged, which are: Absolute rejection of tradition and complete
acceptance of modernity, complete acceptance of tradition and
absolute rejection of modernity, and the inevitability of modernity and
the possibility of understanding it through the channel of tradition.
Tabatabai belongs to the third approach and, based on this approach,
establishes a special relationship between the traditional Iranian "Self"
and the modern Western "Other."

Tabatabai attempts to provide a philosophical explanation for this
issue through a framework of concepts and categories commensurate
with the materials and resources of Iranian history, and for such a
purpose, he undertakes the formulation of the "Iranshahri" theory. In
this sense, Iranshahri, as the history of Iranian literature and culture,
possessed such potential that, on the one hand, Iranians, aware of their
national identity, constructed "Otherness" by contrasting this
Iranshahri heritage with the Caliphate system. On the other hand, in
the early centuries, the "Awareness" of Iranshahri, in "Otherness" to
the dominance of the Arab "Other," reflected upon the "Self" and, by
combining Islamic spiritual thought with its ancient content, returned
to the "Self." thereby paving the way for the political independence of
Iran.

On the other hand, Tabatabai also examines the relationship
between the "self" and the "other" through the lens of the opposition
between tradition and modernity. Contrary to traditionalists, he does
not perceive modernity as being in conflict with tradition; nor does he,
like proponents of Western modernity, consider the era of tradition to
be a bygone period that hinders progress and development. Rather, he
argues that although the rigidity of tradition over the course of
centuries has led to the loss of some of its rational potential, the
rationalist dimensions of tradition still persist. However, he
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emphasizes that this potential cannot be realized solely through the
internal resources of tradition itself. Instead, such rational capacities
can only be unlocked through the concepts and categories of the
modern world. In this way, Tabatabai approaches the logic of tradition
in light of the imperatives of the modern world and thereby avoids the
binary opposition of "self" and "other" between tradition and
modernity, unlike both traditionalists and modernists.
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Artificial Intelligence and the Challenges to Democracy

Ahmad Rashidi’

Introduction

The complexity and widespread applications of artificial
intelligence (AI) have positioned our world on the brink of an
“algorithmic governance” era. Recent advancements in Al technology
have facilitated its extensive use across various political, social, and
economic domains. Al is being widely applied in recommendation
systems, customer service platforms, search engines, medical
diagnostics, logistics, finance, voice and speech recognition,
predictive market analysis, music production, and content generation.
In smart cities, specialized Al analyzes real-time traffic data and
designs and implements service delivery models. Azure, Google
Cloud and Amazon Web Services may soon allow people to easily use
Al-based websites and applications. These advancements have made it
increasingly important to understand the economic, social, and
political implications of this technology. Although many of the
applications and effects of Al are future-oriented, it is essential for
scholars to engage early in the discussion and evaluate its
consequences. A meaningful assessment of Al's social and political
impacts requires special attention to how Al affects political
competition and the functioning of democracy.

Research Conceptual Model:

The purpose of this paper is to address the mentioned research gap
and, within this framework, to answer the followingresearch question:
What are the impacts of Al advancements on democratic functioning?
The hypothesis explored in this paper is that the development of Al
presents some challenges and threats that could lead to the distortion
of democracy and the rise of totalitarian regimes. In this hypothesis,
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the independent variable is the uncontrolled development of Al
technologies, while the dependent variable is the crisis of democracy
and the rise of new totalitarianism. To test this hypothesis, based on
existing evidence and philosophical insights, several fundamental
challenges to democracy in the digital age were identified. These
challenges are classified and examined within a conceptual model at
four levels include the cognitive, social communications, economic,
and political levels. At the cognitive level, the challenge is the
manipulation of public opinion; at the social communications level,
the challenge is the distortion of the informational environment; at the
economic level, the challenge is the expansion of inequality and
discrimination; and finally, at the political level, the danger of
autocracy and totalitarianism.

Theoretical Framework:

In parallel with the growing application of technology in
contemporary life, a group of theorists, at the intersection of the
philosophy of technology, political philosophy, and sociology, has
critiqued the oppressive effects of technology in modern society.
Among the most prominent theorists in this group are Lewis
Mumford, Martin Heidegger, Jacques Ellul, Yuval Noah Harari, and,
specifically, the later thinkers of the Frankfurt School. In this study,
these theories are classified at the name of “new theories of the critical
school” and applied as the theoretical framework for the research.
These theories have allowed us to argue that the future of democracy
is severely threatened by modern technologies such as artificial
intelligence.

Discussion and Results:

With the development of Al technology, some optimistic thinkers
have proposed that the modern world is closer than ever to realizing
the ideal of direct democracy. Their argument is that Al-based digital
infrastructures could herald the revival of Athenian direct democracy,
thereby bridging the gap between the government and society that has
expanded due to population growth and the complexity of social life.
Through this process, a bloated and distant government could
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transform into an agile and community-connected government.
Despite these optimistic possibilities, we must not allow our thinking
to be guided by such perspectives and fall easily for utopian narratives
about Al-driven democratic progress. In this context, this paper
attempts to answer this question: What are the challenges Al poses for
advancing democracy in the digital age? The findings of the research
reveal a system of Al challenges for democracy, in which each
challenge is tightly and systematically connected to the others. In
other words, the expansion of any one challenge tends to reproduce
others. These challenges include:

1. Mental Manipulation: Manipulating of public opinion is one of
the fundamental challenges of Al in democracies. By utilizing Al and
tools like computational propaganda, powerful groups and
governments can steer public opinion in a manipulated direction.
Tools such as social media bots or fake accounts can disseminate
specific political messages and even automatically engage in online
discussions to exert significant influence on political trends.

2. Distortion of the Public Informational Environment:
Democracies require a healthy and trustworthy public sphere for
exchanging information; however, Al, in collaboration with digital
media and personalization algorithms, has facilitated the spread of
fake news, undermining this sphere. With the rise of social media and
digital platforms, access to information is increasingly influenced by
digital patterns, leading to the spread of misleading information and
deepfakes, eroding public trust, and diminishing the quality of
political decision-making.

3. Reproducing Inequality and Discrimination: Another major
challenge of Al in democracies is the risk of increasing inequality and
discrimination. Al may exacerbate social biases embedded in data and
algorithms. These biases could lead to certain social groups being
excluded from the benefits of new technologies and facing
discrimination in areas such as social rights, police or judicial
decision-making. These issues could amplify existing inequalities and
weaken the principles of social justice in democracies.

4. The Rise of Totalitarianism: the main challenge to democracy is
the risk of totalitarianism, which is being enhanced in the digital age
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through AI technologies. Totalitarian regimes involve pervasive
intervention in all aspects of people's lives, political repression,
censorship, and mass surveillance. Digital technologies now provide
new tools for surveillance and mental manipulation, which could
reinforce totalitarianism. Al, as one of these technologies, not only
assists autocratic rulers in election rigging, misinformation spread, and
suppressing opposition, but also creates the potential for surveillance
and total control over individuals. Al could thus become a tool for
new forms of totalitarianism, where individuals are constantly at risk
of hacking and manipulation. Thus, it could be argued that Al is
becoming a "Leviathan" of new totalitarianism.

Referring to Hannah Arendt's philosophy help us to understand
how AI could become politically problematic. Arendt believed that
totalitarianism arises in the absence of political action, which requires
cooperation, solidarity, trust, collective action, and an escape from
isolation. Al's functioning has the potential to eliminate the grounds
for political action. For instance, consider how social media creates
public anxiety, which could lead to tribalism. We are constantly
bombarded with bad news and sensationalized stories, leading us to
trust only the information from our own “tribal” group, reinforced by
echo chambers and cognitive bubbles. Additionally, when Arendt
argues that Nazi concentration camps transformed people into mere
objects through controlled scientific methods, one can consider how
Al-driven behavioral manipulation might have a similar moral impact,
reducing people to entities ready to be hacked.

Investment in Al helps authoritarian governments enhance state
capacities at the cost of individual freedoms. A clear example is
China, which uses Al-derived data for social planning and control.
Moreover, Al's military and security applications are rapidly
expanding. The European Union, the United States, China, and Russia
all recognize Al as a strategic geopolitical and economic domain. For
instance, Russia has prioritized the use of Al for optimizing military
and intelligence systems as part of its bid to become a global Al
leader. However, the normative role and practical implications of Al
in this domain remain highly contested. The global Al race presents
serious risks for international peace and security, especially as Al
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capabilities of autocratic states and malicious actors like
cybercriminals can be used for nefarious purposes.

Conclusion:

Based on the analysis presented, Al technology, while promising
improvements to democracy and facilitating communication between
governments and citizens, also carries serious threats to democratic
advancement. Challenges such as the manipulation of public opinion,
the distortion of the informational environment, the Reproducing
social inequalities, and the risk of digital totalitarianism could pose
significant threats to the stability of democracies. Thus, we must avoid
overly optimistic and utopian views that consider Al as a tool for
achieving perfect democracy and instead focus on the challenges and
risks it entails.

As these challenges are systematically interconnected,
policymakers and democratic advocates must monitor and regulate the
development of these technologies, ensuring that Al supports
democratic principles and human rights rather than undermining them.
In this regard, Al governance becomes essential. Al governance must
ensure that the dynamics of Al applications and their effects on
democracy are continuously evaluated and controlled. The analysis of
Al's impact on democracy depends on the characteristics of the Al in
question, its application conditions, and the diverse forms of
democracy interacting with Al

As a suggestion, scholars in the social sciences should treat Al as
an influential variable in contemporary democratic analysis and
address the internal mechanisms and specific effects of this
technology. Meanwhile, Al specialists must also consider the
consequences of Al's development for democracy. Evaluations solely
relying on technological mechanisms risk overstating Al's impact on
social systems, while sociological insights alone may misrepresent
Al's actual functions. This issue elevates the study of AI’s impact on
democracy to a crucial interdisciplinary task within academic circles.
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