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3. Politics of difference
4. Universal equality
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1. Rousseau
2. General will
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3. horizon of meaning
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1. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
2. The Charter of the United Nations
3. Custom
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Ramazani, Rouhullah (1966) The Foreign Policy of Iran; A developing nation in world
affairs. 1500-1941, Charlottesville University Press of Virginia, pp. 32, 50.
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ABSTRACTS

The Role of the War Metaphor in Homer’s

Conceptualization of Politics
Seyyed Hashem Monm
Seyyed Hossein Athari -
Mehdi Najafzadeh™
Rouhollah Eslami”™™

The aim of this research is to understand and explain the reasons
behind the use of conceptual metaphors in various domains of politics,
which is a manifestation of the public sphere, through the provision of
the theoretical model of George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. The
essence of politics is connected to action and is composed of two
premises: command and obedience, and friend and enemy. Its ultimate
goal is inevitably a specific and attainable objective, namely the
protection of society and victory in war and politics. Thus, the
cognitive process and conceptualization of politics are invoked
through the category of war. The primary question is: What
conceptual metaphors underpin the conceptualization of politics in
Homer’s Iliad? By categorizing eight domains—attack, defense,
retreat, maneuver, counterattack, stalemate, truce, and
defeat/victory—the findings of the research show that conceptual
metaphors, based on the sensory-motor approach and stemming from
the embodied mind, can be conceptualized into two components:
'action' (war) as the essence of politics and 'rhetoric.' In this way, the
conceptual domain of politics (target) is understood in terms of the
conceptual domain of war (source).

Introduction
In its broadest sense, ‘politics’ is an activity through which people
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determine, maintain, and reform the general rules governing their
lives, thus closely intertwining it with phenomena of conflict and
cooperation. To resolve the conflicts, disputes, and issues that arise, a
necessary policy must be devised for overcoming them (Heywood,
2021: 9). One possible way of resolving emerging issues and disputes
is war. In war, the political arena is divided into two groups,
friend/enemy (Schmitt, 2021: 55), with each side attempting to
address conflicting needs and opposing interests either through
compromise or, ultimately, through warfare. The process, methods,
and context for establishing such a framework closely relate to the
nature of political science, which is concerned with the exercise of
power, authority, collective decision-making, and the allocation of
scarce resources. The reflection of such actions, which manifests in
the public sphere, society, and the political domain, is linked to
language, mind, and culture. Within this framework, the use of
metaphorical expressions and the conceptualization of politics, aiming
to convey and persuade audiences, emerges not only in daily life but
also in political literature. Thus, this study seeks to address the
question of what ‘conceptual metaphors’ underpin the
conceptualization of politics in the Iliad, attributed to Homer, by
identifying, analyzing, and interpreting its metaphorical expressions.

Research Methodology

This study is an applied research conducted using a qualitative-
exploratory approach, and the necessary data were gathered through a
library-based method. After transcribing the text and converting it into
a ‘Word” document, the corpus was analyzed using ‘corpus
linguistics’ as a field within linguistics focused on analyzing large
collections of text data (Litosseliti, 2017: 140). Utilizing qualitative
data analysis software, the corpus under study was coded, concepts
were identified, and categories were established.

Theoretical Framework

Metaphorical thought is pervasive in our mental lives, whether
conscious or unconscious, and is commonplace and omnipresent
(Lakoff & Johnson, 2021: 286). The widespread presence of political
language in society references the role and status of political ideology,
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particularly politics and its agents, within the political sphere and
society. This presence encompasses two frameworks: agency and
passivity, with influence being conveyed ‘indirectly’ through the
transfer of metaphorical concepts from the speaker to the audience. In
the process of conceptual transfer, certain aspects of metaphorical
expressions are highlighted, while some aspects of reality are obscured.
Understanding what is hidden by metaphor is linked to culture, values,
and context, as metaphorical expressions drawn from the ‘source’ are
invoked to understand the ‘target’ domain within a cultural framework
and alternative prototypes (Kovecses, 2020: 32 & 539). Metaphorical
structure, in fact, comprises an inter-domain mapping between a source
and a target domain, in which one is understood in terms of the other
according to a left-to-right unidirectional principle (Kdvecses, 2019:
25), distinguishing it from ‘metonymy,” which is limited to a single
domain (Lakoff & Turner, 2020: 166).

Thus, when we consider politics as ‘war’ or a ‘being,” we gain the
capacity to quantify, categorize, and interpret it. Within the structure
of the conceptual metaphor system, the conceptual domain from
which we draw metaphorical expressions to comprehend another
domain is termed the source domain, while the domain being
understood is termed the target domain. The source domain is
generally more physical and concrete, while the target domain is more
abstract and mental (Croft & Cruse, 2019: 275). Therefore, war is
more concrete, physical, and tangible compared to politics. In the
corpus of The Iliadand The Odyssey, after examining metaphorical
expressions, the conceptual metaphor ‘politics is war’ is identified.
Additionally, the key concept of both books is ‘war.

He has all my
weaknesses attacked
(metaphorical phrase)

Politics 1s war (inetaphor

conceptual) War (conceptual key)

Figure 1:.The hierarchical model of the metaphor "Politics is War"
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Thus, the nature of politics is intertwined with war and the concepts
of friend and enemy. A study of the Iliad reveals that the conceptual
metaphor "politics is war" serves as a tool for understanding the
specific cognitive approach to the text in question. This demonstrates
that metaphor is closely connected to the nature of language and
politics, with roots in human creativity, ideology, and thought.

Figure 2.Structural analogies between the concepts of "war' and
"politics' and their linguistic realizations

Warring Political leaders and combatants prepare themselves to
Parties attack or defend their viewpoints.
A fateful conflict arose between Agamemnon, son of Atreus
Attack and king of the people, and Achilles the brave, born of the

lineage of gods.

Let one of us stand beside Achilles in turn, supporting his

Defense strength and valor.

Now it compels me to return to Argos, shamed by having

Retreat .
led so many men to ruin.

Maneuver For all power and strength belong to him [Zeus].

[Achilles to Agamemnon]: In arduous and fervent
endeavors, it is my arms that accomplish the great deeds.

terattack ) L ' _
Counterattac But when it comes to the division of spoils, the best share is
yours.
Ceasefire/ |, .
; O Greeks, hold your hands, cast not your arrows; it appears
Victory/ . : i
Defeat that brave Hector wishes to speak with us.

Source: (See Lakoff and Johnson, 2021).

Research Findings
Quantitative Findings

From the corpus of the twenty-four hymns in the Iliad,
approximately 152,640 words were analyzed, revealing that
metaphors constitute about 13% of the text. Using qualitative data
analysis software, 565 codes were extracted, transformed into
concepts, and ultimately categorized into eight stages. The frequency
of linguistic metaphors is as follows: Enemy (204), Commander
(143), Battlefield (93), Revenge (5), Ambush (29), Destruction and
Devastation (98), and Victory (152).
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Discussion: Homer’s Conceptualization of Politics

The political realm possesses a relational nature, and politics, as the
intersection of the philosophical and the political (or theory and
practice), becomes a domain where diverse and multifaceted
potentialities of human existential and political life are actualized.
Accordingly, political science not only involves the theoretical study
of how the political system operates but also pursues a practical goal
oriented toward achieving a good and just life in the political
community.

In this context, Greek warriors such as Achilles and Odysseus
make distinct life choices between the grandeur of life and death on
the battlefield or a comfortable life with longevity. One chooses to die
in battle for revenge and glory, leading to a short life (/liad, 22:478,;
Odyssey, 3:604), while the other, through cunning and stratagem
(Odyssey, 1:573), opts for a long life. In other words, the eternal glory
of battle and the return home represent two modes of life or the
dichotomy between “reality” and “value.” Thus, Homer, in the Iliad
and the Odyssey, strives to depict these two ways of life, oscillating
between “politics” and the “political.”

Conclusion

The conceptualization of politics and embodied cognition
represents a dynamic relationship and an interactive state with the
physical, social, and cultural environment. Additionally, the
conceptualization of politics and embodied cognition is problem-
oriented, operating in relation to existing needs, interests, and values,
and utilizing theological and mundane techniques for persuasion,
modeling, and comprehension. Furthermore, the theoretical and
practical consequences of the metaphor of war correspond to praxis in
a conceptual sense. Homer does not view theory and practice, or in
other words, politics and the political, as entirely separate and distinct;
prior to the centrality of "political philosophy" in the works of Plato
and Aristotle, these two aspects were not distinguished from one
another. This is because "theoria," or the activity of theorizing, and
political participation each represented forms of praxis, albeit in
limited ways. In Aristotelian terms, the political sphere is manifested



6 / Pizhithish-i siyasat-i nazari

within the second mode of life in ancient Greek society, confined to
"political praxis." In this mode, "practical" or "political" life is the
way of life of the politician or commander, located within the course
of destiny and the everyday concerns of the polis. This mode has a
temporary, human, potential, dynamic nature, framed within a
"relational identity" (us/them and friend/enemy). In contrast, in
politics—which, in Heideggerian terms, has an ontic nature and is
defined by its empirical realm—it is eternal and unchanging. For this
reason, the political represents the antagonistic and conflictual
dimension of the public sphere. To further elucidate this concept in the
terms of Hannah Arendt, political action occupies a prominent
position in the society of Homeric heroism. A person who acts as a
responsible member of the polis never reaches "an end" in their action,
because every political act requires "others" [relational identity, the
friend/enemy antagonism between Troy and the Achaeans]. However,
the heroes can, at any moment, achieve their objective, which is "to
act" as the "good human." On the other hand, the polis serves as the
"stage" where individuals display their talents and present themselves
in the public eye.

Shame, or aidés, in the public sphere, and the protection of the city
while combating enemies, reduces "politics" to "force," as courage,
duty, and a sense of pride are connected to their actions. Therefore,
the most critical discourse in Homer occurs in the ninth book of the
Iliad, where Phoenix speaks to Achilles, using the metaphorical
language of the art of war (action, political praxis, and the antagonistic
dimension of the political) and rhetoric (politics and theorization).
Thus, the lliad reflects war and, in a way, praxis and action, which is
enacted with the aim of antagonizing the existing order and opening
possibilities for life.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, George Lakoff, Conceptualization
of Politics, War, Iliad.
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Design and Critique of 'The Politics of Recognizing the
Rights of Minorities' in the School of Ommunitarianism
with Emphasis on the Works of Charles Taylor

Keyvan Bahmani®
Mojtabi Azizi"~

One of the recent dilemmas of modern governments is the "rights of
minorities," which political thinkers have also paid special attention to
in recent decades. There are two reasons for this: first, the primary
liberal rights that have gradually been organized since the
Enlightenment do not meet the demands of new groups; second, the
theories of citizenship that have emerged since World War II are also
unable to solve these problems in liberal democracies. The emergence
of liberal multiculturalism theories is the result of these challenges.
Charles Taylor, a great communitarian philosopher, has criticized
liberal multiculturalism theories. He believes that it is possible to pursue
collective goals in a society while at the same time not harming the
basic liberal principles that include individual rights and freedoms.
Taylor's emphasis is on "non-assimilation" and "establishing a criterion
for identifying rights" so that minority rights can be recognized without
"pity." However, Taylor's view also has several major flaws, including:
focusing on geographically concentrated minorities and not explaining
non-concentrated minorities, failing to provide a suitable criterion for
distinguishing between fundamental and non-fundamental rights, and
most importantly, national minorities are not seeking "equal value," but
rather they are seeking "equal status."

Problem statement:
Today, most countries are culturally diverse. Conflicts between
minorities and majorities exist in all societies, just as they have in the
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past. Minority groups include ethnic, racial, and religious minorities,
and many other categories can exist based on different classifications.
The existence of these groups raises questions for governments and
these groups themselves: What is the responsibility of minorities
towards national unity? Should political positions be distributed in
accordance with the principle of national or ethnic proportionality?
Should internal divisions of countries be such that a religious or ethnic
minority forms a majority in a particular region? What language
should be accepted as the official language in government offices,
institutions, and national media? Is it the government's duty to invest
in promoting different ethnic languages? What is the government's
duty towards religious minorities?

Minorities and majorities are increasingly clashing over issues such
as language, regional autonomy, the election of politicians,
educational programs, and citizenship. Moreover, in recent decades,
the diversity of these groups has increased, as movements such as
feminism have given rise to various groups that, while perhaps not
differing from the majority in terms of ethnicity, race, or even
religion, see themselves as marginalized in social institutions and
politics based on different criteria. The existence of traditional
minorities (ethnic, racial, and religious) with their specific political
and legal demands, coupled with the emergence of such new groups
(feminism), has crystallized the issue of "recognition politics," which
entails recognizing minorities, as a necessity for governments in
practice and for intellectual schools in theory. Therefore, intellectual
schools and governments are in urgent need of taking a stance and
developing an acceptable theory in this regard; a theory that can
address the demands for recognition and legitimization of diverse
identities.

Before the recent developments, it was assumed that liberalism had
found a suitable solution to these questions. Liberals claimed that
fundamental liberal rights, based on individual humanity, could
determine what rights should be given to minorities and what
limitations and powers should be assigned to the majority and their
decisions. However, developments such as decolonization, the
formation of new nation-states, the phenomenon of nationalism, and
increased migration have led to widespread criticism of liberal
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responses to these questions. Critics typically view liberal
"assimilation" policy as one in which liberal governments, in
addressing issues such as "equal rights for individuals," have adopted
a homogenizing policy that ignores differences and effectively
deprives minorities of the differences they seek. Because of these
criticisms, a solution has been adopted, namely "multiculturalism."
The recognition politics that liberal multiculturalism has presented has
also been criticized by communitarians. Therefore, neither earlier
liberal theories nor their newer theories under the title of
multiculturalism have been able to properly understand the differences
that minorities seek, and communitarians have criticized both views.
Charles Taylor, a communitarian philosopher, has, through a critique
of multicultural recognition politics, developed a "recognition
politics" that seeks to "see differences."

Discussion

Taylor offers two major developments in the modern era to answer
the question of why the "need for recognition" has become so
important today. First, with the collapse of the old hierarchical order,
the concept of "dignity" has emerged in place of "honor." In the
traditional order of the past, individuals had their own special dignity
based on their place in that hierarchy and the class into which they
were born, and they found their identity based on it. Nevertheless,
with the collapse of this order, everyone has equal dignity, and a
universal equal dignity has prevailed. The second transformation
stems from an individualized identity; a specific way of being that
belongs to me, what is now called the "ideal of authenticity." This
involves a moral transformation, in that previously, an individual
needed to look to a source outside of themselves, such as God or the
"exemplary good," to distinguish right from wrong; but now, in order
to become complete and distinguish between good and evil, a person
must look within himself or herself. Morality is not an external matter,
but an internal call, and we must turn to the depths of our being.

Understanding the origin of this moral transformation, Taylor
identifies a contradiction in governments' recognition policies towards
minorities. On the one hand, after the replacement of honour with
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dignity, a Universalist policy has emerged according to which all
citizens have equal dignity and, because of their equal human dignity,
everyone should be given equal respect. As a result, a policy of
equalizing rights emerges. According to this, concepts such as "first-
class citizen" and "second-class citizen" have no meaning and should
be avoided. On the other hand, the second change, namely the
expansion of the modern understanding of identity, has created a
"politics of difference." According to this, each person should be
recognized for their different identity. But recognition here has a
different meaning. In this recognition, differences are considered that
if someone ignores these differences on the pretext that all people
have equal rights and moves towards "homogenization," they have
betrayed the ideal of authenticity. Therefore, although the origin of
both principles is "equal respect," they ultimately oppose each other,
because based on the principle of equal respect, we must treat people
without considering their differences, and based on the other principle,
we must recognize "specialness." The criticism of the first principle
against the second is that it ignores the principle of non-
discrimination, and the criticism of the second principle against the
first is that by ignoring people's identity, it forces them to conform to a
single form.

According to Taylor, many liberals believe that any political unit
that encourages specific collective goals is flawed in two ways. First,
collective goals may impose restrictions on individual behavior that
violate their rights. Second, supporting the collective goals of an in-
group may, in itself, be discriminatory.

In contrast, Taylor initially states that liberalism cannot claim
neutrality. Liberalism is a militant creed. Then, Taylor accepts another
reading of liberalism that differs from that of most liberals. According
to Taylor, those who pursue collective goals offer a different definition
of a liberal society. In their view, society can be organized around a
definition of the "good" without diminishing the value of those who
disagree with this definition. If that good required collective pursuit,
then that issue should become a matter of public policy. According to
this view, the criterion of a liberal society is how it interacts with
minorities who do not accept the common definition of good and what
rights it considers for them. These are the rights that are known today as
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fundamental rights; the right to life, freedom of speech, and the free
exercise of religious duties. This is Taylor's chosen view.

Furthermore, criticizing "liberal multiculturalism," Taylor presents
recognition politics based on five principles: 1. It should not be
homogenizing. 2. It should not limit basic liberal rights. 3. In
recognition, the assumption of "equality of cultures" should be
considered. 4. Recognition should not imply "pity." 5. Recognition
should arise from "awareness" and be "criteria-based" so as not to fall
into the abyss of groundlessness."

Conclusion

The homogenization of liberalism, as manifested in modern
governments, has marginalized ethnic, racial, and religious diversities.
The disregard for differences, which liberals advocated, not only failed
to liberate cultures in their practices but also caused them to dwindle
within majority cultures. With the increase of phenomena such as
migration and crises such as asylum-seeking, many countries, including
"multicultural" countries, have emerged. Some liberal thinkers, the
most prominent of whom is Will Kymlicka, have presented a policy of
liberal multiculturalism. Within the framework of the liberal-
communitarian  debate, Charles Taylor has criticized liberal
multiculturalist policies to provide a more comprehensive theory.

Taylor proposes a politics of recognition that includes these
indicators: it is not homogenizing; it does not limit basic liberal rights;
the assumption of the equal value of cultures is considered; it does not
have a condescending view and is based on awareness and criteria
derived from intertwined horizons. According to Taylor,
multiculturalists, like earlier liberals, face the problem that
emphasizing the principle of respect for differences is necessarily in
conflict with the other principle of equal dignity. Also, the notion that
we must consider all cultures as equally valuable is unjustified; rather,
we can only approach them with this assumption. Finally,
multiculturalism, according to Taylor, is tragically homogenizing;
because by valuing all cultures, it implies that it has criteria for
evaluation that are derived from Western European and North
American culture and civilization.
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However, despite providing understandable indicators for a suitable
recognition politics, Taylor's theory still falls short of presenting a
comprehensive theory. Taylor's theory faces criticisms such as: It
conditions the value of other cultures on our valuation of them within
an intertwined horizon. It does not provide an answer to how these
horizons are intertwined. It is only concerned with ethnic minorities
like Quebec in Canada, which have the ability to form governments,
and does not include other minorities that fit into a cultural policy but
do not have the capacity to form governments. Even within ethnic
minorities, his theory only includes "concentrated" minorities, and it
also does not provide a clear criterion for distinguishing between
rights that can never be violated and those that, under certain
circumstances, are sacrificed for collective goals. This indicates that
contemporary Western liberal democracies face a problem for which
the perspectives of two major groups of political theorists have proven
inadequate in providing a comprehensive theory that encompasses all
the groups involved in this issue and serves as a foundation for
government action. This issue remains an unresolved phenomenon
that will continue to challenge the principles of liberal democracy in
the future.

Keywords: Recognition Politics, Multiculturalism, Liberalism,
Identity, Communitarians
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A Structural-Institutional Reading
of Rational Choice Theory

Faez Dinparst”

As a grand theory within the realm of social sciences, rational
choice theory enjoys much importance while simultaneously being
continuously criticized due to methodological individualism and the
reductionism derived from such an epistemological base. The aim of
this article is to present a reading of rational choice theory framed
within a structural-institutional setting that could add new explanatory
capabilities to it. The paper is evaluative in approach and based on
rational argumentation.

In a nutshell, the article first outlines an overview of the ontology
of institutions and social structures. Using a structural interpretation of
methodological individualism—termed structural individualism—it
puts forward a version of rational choice theory explaining how the
preferences of actors are constituted within institutional and structural
frameworks. This paper extends, using the perspective of socialized
ontology, the conventional view of structure understood within social
sciences—defining how the interconnected levels of structure and
institution interface with the agent.

In fact, the article reaches an integrative narrative through an incisive
evaluation of prevailing theories and analyses in the social sciences,
showing the explanatory levels of agency, institution, and structure—in
turn divided into soft and hard structures. It concludes that agents are
dialectically always in a relationship with institutions and soft
structures, always affecting their genesis and perpetuation as well as
being influenced by them, and thus a similar dynamic relationship is
conceivable between institutions and soft structures. Particular social
structures give rise to particular forms of institutions, and the state of
institutions and its possible changes gradually affect further the
condition of the soft structures. But all these interactions take place
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according to the opportunities, constraints, and possibilities brought
about by hard structures, which, in any case, regulate the actor agency.

Rational choice theory, one of the grand theories in the field of
social sciences, is significant but has been criticized for its reliance on
methodological individualism and its reductionist nature stemming
from this epistemological foundation. The goal of this paper is to offer
a novel interpretation of rational choice theory within a structural-
institutional context in order to enhance its explanatory power. The
article’s reasoning method is based on rational argumentation. By
reviewing the ontology of institutions and social structures, and
utilizing the reading of methodological individualism within a
structural context under the title of structural individualism, the paper
offers a narrative of rational choice that explains how the preferences
of actors are shaped within an institutional and structural framework.
The paper extends the concept of social being and moves beyond the
conventional understanding of structure in social sciences, showing
the interconnected levels of structure and institution with the agent.
By evaluating some of the common theories and analyses in social
sciences, the paper reveals the different explanatory levels of agency,
institution, and structure (at both the soft and hard structure levels)
within the integrated narrative. The paper concludes that agents
continuously engage in a dialectical relationship with soft institutions
and structures, and while influencing their construction and continuity,
they are also affected by them. Such a relationship is also conceivable
between soft institutions and structures. Specific social structures lead
to the formation of certain types of institutions, and simultaneously,
the status of institutions and their potential changes gradually affect
the status of soft structures. However, all these influences operate
within the possibilities, opportunities, and constraints that the hard
structure provides for agents.

Introduction

Rational choice theory is one of the key theories in the social
sciences that seeks to explain human behavior based on logical and
rational analyses. This theory initially emerged in microeconomics
and later expanded to other fields such as sociology and political
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science. According to this theory, humans are rational actors who
make decisions with the aim of maximizing personal benefits.

Although this theory has been successful in analyzing individual
behavior under simple conditions, it faces significant shortcomings
when dealing with more complex social, historical, and cultural issues.
Its overemphasis on individual rationality and neglect of the role of
institutions and social structures have made it ineffective in explaining
macro-level phenomena. This paper aims to address these
shortcomings by proposing a new approach called "structural
individualism," which focuses on the interaction between the
individual, institutions, and social structures.

Objective and Innovation of the Paper

The aim of this paper is to reconsider rational choice theory within
a structural-institutional framework. By introducing the concept of
"structural individualism," it seeks to overcome the limitations of
methodological individualism. In this framework, human behavior is
analyzed as the result of the continuous interaction between individual
agency and institutions and social structures. The main innovation of
the paper is that it examines human behavior not as an independent
action but as part of social and historical dynamics.

Theoretical Framework

Structural Individualism: The Link Between Agent and Structure

In the "structural individualism" framework, it is assumed that
human choices are never made in a vacuum. Unlike the traditional
rational choice approach, which views human decisions as completely
independent and logical, this framework emphasizes that human
behavior is shaped within a social and historical context.

In this framework, the individual is still recognized as a rational
actor, but their choices are always influenced by institutions and social
structures. In other words, individual preferences are not only the
product of individual rationality but the result of interactions with the
social and cultural environment.

Hard and Soft Structures
Social structures are divided into two categories:
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1. Hard structures: These include geographical, climatic, and
natural resource factors. These structures are relatively stable
and directly influence behavior. For example, communities
with access to water resources experience different economic
and social patterns than those living in arid regions.

2. Soft structures: These include institutions, norms, and social
values, which are dynamic and flexible. These structures can
undergo transformations in interaction with human behavior.

Institutions and Social Rules

Institutions are defined as sets of rules that guide human behavior.
These rules can be formal (such as laws) or informal (such as cultural
norms). Unlike traditional views that treat institutions as static, this
paper regards institutions as dynamic. Institutions not only shape human
behavior but also change under the influence of human activity.

Critique of Rational Choice Theory
Traditional rational choice theory faces several fundamental
challenges:

1. Inability to Analyze Changing Preferences: This theory
assumes that human preferences are fixed and independent of
the social environment. In reality, human preferences change
in interaction with social and cultural factors. For example, in
a traditional society, collectivist values prevail, whereas in a
modern society, individualism becomes more prominent.

2. Neglect of Structural Constraints: This theory assumes that
humans always make decisions under equal conditions, free
from external constraints. In reality, factors such as poverty,
discrimination, or class structures can limit available choices.

3. Disregard of Historical and Social Context: Human
decisions occur within specific historical and social contexts.
Traditional rational choice theory ignores factors such as
economic crises, wars, or cultural changes.

Historical Examples: The Impact of Structure and Institutions
1. Colonization in North and South America: Colonization in
North and South America experienced different paths. In
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South America, the presence of rich natural resources like gold
and silver led colonizers to create exploitative institutions. In
contrast, in North America, the lack of similar resources led to
the creation of institutions based on private property and
political participation.

2. The Industrial Revolution in England: The Industrial
Revolution demonstrates the interaction between hard and soft
structures. With rich natural resources like coal and institutions
such as property rights and free markets, England became a
leader in industrialization.

3. The Black Death in Europe: The outbreak of the Black Death
in the Middle Ages, which drastically reduced the population,
altered social and economic structures. In England, the labor
shortage led peasants to demand better conditions from
landowners, challenging the feudal system. This change was
less noticeable in Eastern Europe, where social structures were
less flexible.

4. Educational Systems in Different Societies: Differences in
educational systems also illustrate the impact of institutions on
human development. In Japan, a centralized educational
system emphasizing collectivism and discipline created an
efficient workforce for economic growth. In contrast, in
Scandinavian countries, an emphasis on creativity and
individual freedom led to broader human development.

Conclusion and Implications

This paper demonstrates that traditional rational choice theory is
insufficient for analyzing social and historical behavior. The concept
of "structural individualism" provides a more comprehensive
framework for analyzing human preferences and behaviors within
social and historical contexts, focusing on the interaction between
individuals, institutions, and structures.

Theoretical and Practical Implications:
1. Transformation in Theory Building: This approach can help
provide more accurate analyses of human behavior and social
changes.
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2. Smarter  Policymaking: Designing  policies  that
simultaneously consider individual interests and social impacts
becomes possible with this framework.

3. Foundation for Interdisciplinary Research: This framework
can be effectively employed in social, economic, and political
studies as a useful tool for research.

Keywords: rational choice, methodological individualism, structural
individualism, institution and structure.
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Critique of the Foundations, Principles, and
Explanatory Power of Neoclassical Realism (A Case
Study: A Comparative Approach with the Critique of
Balancing in Waltzian Neorealism)

Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi *
Narges Khan Golzadeh™

The aim of this article is to examine neoclassical realism and the
criticisms it has received in various aspects such as its principles,
foundations, and explanatory power. In the first part of the article, an
effort is made to analyze the theoretical foundations of neoclassical
realism within the context of the realism paradigm. The second part of
the article is dedicated to a brief overview of critiques in international
relations, and finally, in the third part, the focus is on the criticisms
directed at neoclassical realism. The main question of this research is:
What are the most significant criticisms of neoclassical realism? The
research method is descriptive, and the data collection method is
based on library research.

The main findings of the research indicate that neoclassical realism
has been subject to multiple criticisms by scholars regarding its
principles, foundations, and explanatory power. In terms of
explanatory power, scholars argue that the internal inconsistency and
the normative nature of the theory have diminished its explanatory
capacity. Regarding the principles of this theory, criticisms have been
raised regarding state-centrism, incomplete balancing, the role of
leaders' perceptions, and more. Concerning the foundations of this
theory, many believe that neoclassical realism has not thoroughly
addressed ontological and epistemological foundations and suffers
from methodological ambiguity. International relations theories have
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always been subject to evaluation and critique, and this study aims to
review neoclassical realism and examine the criticisms directed at it.
Although neoclassical realism derives its core from the realism
paradigm, it also pays attention to the level of structure and the
characteristics of the international system. Therefore, in terms of the
level of analysis, this theory does not fit neatly into either macro or
micro theories of international relations, as it simultaneously focuses
on micro-level aspects, such as states and leaders, and macro-level
factors, such as the international system. Thus, it can be stated that
neoclassical realism is an intermediate theory.

Although the main source of neoclassical realism is the realism
paradigm, which includes both classical realism and structural realism,
this theory presents fundamental critiques of the two preceding
schools of thought and offers a distinctive theoretical approach. The
most prominent distinction and critique of neoclassical realism,
compared to the two earlier schools of realism, lies in the level of
analysis, or in other words, the issue of structure-agency. Neoclassical
realism goes beyond classical realism’s micro-level perspective and
focuses on the international system, while it also combines structural
realism's macro-level perspective with intermediary variables, creating
a new synthesis of structure and agency. It views these two as
interacting with each other and, in terms of the level of analysis, fits
within intermediate theories.

Neoclassical realism introduces the concept of incomplete
balancing. In this regard, the article aims to examine this key concept
through a comparative analysis within the neoclassical balancing and
neorealism paradigms. Post-neorealism theories have emerged in
critique of neorealism, and by examining these critiques, it becomes
evident that neoclassical realism proposes incomplete balancing and
emphasizes the role of perceptions and identity in balancing, whereas
conventional neorealism, by ignoring these factors, focuses solely on
power maximization and balancing. A comparative analysis of
critiques of balancing in conventional neorealism and the concept of
incomplete balancing in neoclassical realism reveals that the critique
of the latter emphasizes the integration of various macro and
intermediary elements, such as identity and perception, which results
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in a less precise and specialized depiction. Meanwhile, the critique of
balancing in neorealism, as raised by neoclassical realists, overlooks
the role of revisionist states in the international system. From this
perspective, it can be concluded that although both schools of thought
emerged within the same paradigmatic framework, their approaches to
the concept of balancing and the critiques directed at balancing within
each theory are different.

Regarding the positive critique of neoclassical realism, it is noted
that this theory focuses on both domestic and international system-
level wvariables, as well as intermediary variables, offering a
comprehensive view of multiple levels. If a synthesis among theories
were to occur, neoclassical realism would serve as a successful
example of such a synthesis. In conclusion, the research findings
indicate that neoclassical realism has been subject to various critiques
regarding its foundations, principles, and explanatory power. In terms
of explanatory power, scholars argue that the theory's internal
inconsistency and normative nature have reduced its explanatory
capacity. Criticisms regarding the theory's principles include state-
centrism, incomplete balancing, and the role of leaders' perceptions.
Regarding the foundations, many argue that neoclassical realism has
not adequately addressed ontological and epistemological issues and
suffers from methodological ambiguity. Despite all these criticisms,
neoclassical realism continues to attract scholarly attention because
criticizing a theory does not imply its inefficacy, and no theory can be
expected to achieve complete perfection. Therefore, despite its
shortcomings, neoclassical realism can still serve as a valuable guide
for policymakers.

Keywords: Neoclassical Realism, Incomplete Balance, Criticism of
Fundamentals, Criticism of Explanatory Power and Principled
Criticism.
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The Emergence of Thought through a Psychological
Reading from Sprigge's Perspective: Towards a
Macro Cognitive Framework

Reza Garshasbi”
Ali Karimi Maleh™
Mohammad Taghi Ghezelsofla™"

Human beings are temporal existents, social creatures, and beings
cast in a particular context. Depending on this temporal nature and
worldly existence, the human mind is open to the external world,
receiving and shaping impressions from it. Following this openness
and formation, it must be said that thoughts, beliefs, attitudes,
inclinations, cultural worldviews, insights, and political discourses do
not emerge from nothing; rather, they are socially constructed. In
other words, internal cognition is not separate from the external world.
In this regard, Semen and Smith support the view of "contextual
cognition," asserting that cognitive processes are tightly
interconnected with the social world and inseparable from it. People,
in response to the particularities of their time and life context, turn to a
specific historical, cultural awareness and intellectual framework.
Therefore, to understand their thoughts, actions, and behaviors, we
must examine the context of their time. In this context, the perspective
of Thomas Sprigge can be discussed. He regards thoughts as a process
that unfolds in four stages.

According to Sprigge, the first step in thinking or the emergence of
an idea is "chronotopology" or contextual analysis, where one
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observes the hardships and challenges of the time. At this stage, the
thinker stands outside of time or existence and grapples with questions
such as: How is existence or time? What characteristics does it have?
Following this step, it can be said that any thought arises from the
observation of turmoil in the life system. Therefore, the process of
thinking engages when people open their eyes to their existence and
find it sick and in distress. In this regard, Sprigge writes, "Most
political theorists begin their research by observing disorder in the
political society. Observing disorder creates intellectual problems and
reveals anomalies that need to be explained."

The second step is "root analysis," where the thinker seeks to
identify the origins of misfortune, which is crucial because until the
source of the problems is identified, no proper solution can be
suggested to restore order to a disordered existence. In this process,
the thinker, by moving beyond the superstructure and turning to the
underlying or hidden layers of observation, looks at various aspects
and addresses questions such as: What causes the disorder and
confusion of the time? Why is the political and social structure chaotic
and malfunctioning? What has torn apart the connections between its
components? After identifying the root causes of problems and crises,
the thinker proceeds to "idealism." Here, the thinker asks what an
orderly existence is and where it is. Indeed, idealism is an effort to
escape the painful world of appearances by representing a harmonious
world of thought and the hope of reaching it. Finally, in the last step,
the thinker engages in "solution-seeking," asking how one can achieve
the ideal and create the desired world of thought.

It is true that the foundation of a thought must be sought in its
relation to the political, social, and cultural structures of its time, but
the influence of context (position and condition) on action (in this
case, thinking) should not be seen as direct and unmediated. Rather,
this influence has a strong mediator, which is the psychological
system of individuals. As Sprigge himself states, the mind cannot and
should not be considered separate from the world and time. These two
are intertwined and act upon one another. Therefore, the point to note
here is that these questions and four steps of Sprigge are not alien to
psychological perspectives, and for this reason, to understand
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thoughts, we must explore the psychology of thinkers and identify the
psychological traits influencing their ideas.

In light of these preliminary remarks, the current paper seeks to
offer a psychological reading of Sprigge's perspective and to answer
the question of how a thought emerges from a new angle. The
fundamental premise of this paper is that thought is a "process" that
passes through long-term social processes (temporal features) and
short-term psychological processes. Psychological processes are the
cognitive, emotional, and motivational mechanisms that are activated
and transformed depending on the nature of the life context. These
mechanisms play a significant role in thinking and are among its main
drivers. Thus, without considering them, we cannot adequately
understand how theories are constructed. While Sprigge was aware of
this, he did not incorporate it into his four-step analysis. This is when
we can link his four cognitive steps to psychological mechanisms.

Step one is related to "initial evaluation and emotions." In this
process, people assess whether a specific context or event is beneficial
or harmful, whether it adds to or diminishes their values and
possessions, and whether the external world is as it should be. If the
existing situation does not align with the imagined ideal and is
identified as a major threat to self-worth, well-being, and survival,
emotional responses are triggered. These emotional reactions can
manifest in language—both speech and writing. Emotional language
consists of meaningful signs that inform us about the state of existence
and time. In this regard, Sprigge suggests that researchers must trace
the disturbance of time in the language or discourse of thinkers. Based
on the evaluation perspective, emotions are the result of the evaluation
of external events and contexts. Viewing existence and assessing it
will result in emotional reactions that impact behavioral patterns and
cognitive processes—such as thinking—and play a key role in what
we think and do.

Step two is associated with the cognitive process of "attribution."
Attribution is a process in which people address causes and seek to
identify underlying factors of events in order to predict and control
them. In simpler terms, attribution is the response to why questions
and the causal explanation of phenomena. In this process, causes fall
into two broad categories: external causes and internal causes. The
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first category pertains to environmental and structural contexts,
everything outside of the individual. The second category relates to
the personal characteristics and functions of individuals.

Step three is connected to "motivations." Motivations and needs
guide individuals in choosing and pursuing desires and objectives.
They affect the desires people choose and the behaviors they display
to achieve them. Therefore, the pursuit of desires and goals is a way to
fulfill motivations and needs. Motivations and needs arise from the
misalignment between "what is" and "what should be" or the
contradiction between the existing reality and the imagined ideal. If
the current reality does not align with motivations and needs and
cannot fulfill them, the imagined ideal is emphasized to achieve the
fulfillment of these motivations and needs. For example, the need for
progress becomes prominent when people feel backward. Thus, many
motivations and needs arise from the pressures of the time, and most
of what is within the individual at present was once external.
Following the interactive approach, humans are connected to their
time, and these two factors affect one another. Hence, many of the
needs and desires of humans arise from "pressures of the time."

Finally, step four is the "second evaluation." This psychological
process also seeks to escape and create, determining what can be done
to transform an unpleasant situation and improve it. In other words,
the solution-seeking of the thinker can be regarded as the second
evaluation, as it entails identifying "coping strategies" for managing
pressing crises, controlling them, and restoring lost alignment. In this
process, people assess the tools, options, and accessible strategies for
overcoming difficulties and how to enhance happiness and well-being
by eliminating troubles. Coping strategies encompass two domains:
the "individual" domain, which pertains to human characteristics, and
the "macro" domain, which refers to structures and institutions.

By linking these processes, this paper aims to present a larger
cognitive framework for analyzing political theories. We call this
framework "larger" because, on the one hand, it represents the
temporality of thought, and on the other hand, it illustrates its
psychological construction, showing that theoretical and practical
actions emerge depending on the nature of time and the cognitive and
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psychological processes. Consequently, these actions are dynamic and
subject to change, with different characteristics. In other words, this
model demonstrates that although thinking begins with contextual
analysis and the observation of the disorder of time, it progresses only
when the thinker engages in psychological processes—such as
evaluating  and  assessing—and  undergoes  psychological
transformations. The emergence of these transformations is contingent
upon the "how" of evaluating the time. Therefore, it can be said that
thinking passes through the psyche, and without this passage, no one
becomes a thinker, and no theory is created. Perhaps this is why some
societies and individuals in crisis have not processed or created
political thoughts.

Since cognitive beliefs, emotions, and motivations play a pivotal
role in action, this model helps us understand which emotions and
motivations drive individuals to think, and which of them plays a
more prominent role. This model reveals that the cognitive, emotional,
and motivational mechanisms of thinkers can be diverse. For example,
the emotional driver of one thinker may be "fear," while that of
another may be "anger." One's motivation may be "power," while
another's may be "progress." Understanding these diversities is
especially important in comparative studies, and in this regard, the
proposed model of this paper can be beneficial.

Keywords: Sprigge, Thought, Psychology, Cognitive Framework,
Emotions
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A Theoretical Approach to the Immigration
Policies of Immigrant-Receiving States

Gholam Abbas Hosseini"
Mohammad Radmard ™
Hossein Rafi
Introduction

Migration, as a significant social phenomenon, has always been of
interest to scholars across various disciplines. In recent decades, with
the expansion of globalization, its importance has dramatically
increased, turning migration into a multifaceted challenge, particularly
in industrialized nations. These challenges have led to varied
approaches by immigrant-receiving states when dealing with
migration. The aim of the present paper is indeed the examination of
the link between national interests and values and explaining why

different countries adopt diverse immigration policies.

Research Methodology

This study employs an explanatory research method, with data
gathered from library resources. The paper’s approach is primarily
based on an analysis of migration theories and their connection to the
concepts of national interests and national values.

Findings of the Research

The present paper explores the factors influencing the immigration
policies of states, analyzing these factors in two main sections:
“national interests” and “national values”. It identifies four
dimensions of national interests (economic, social, military-security,
and environmental) and three aspects of national values (ethics,
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customs, and religion) as crucial in shaping the immigration policies
of immigrant-receiving countries.

1. National Interests

National interests refer to “matters valued solely based on their
benefits to the nation”. The focus is on determining which policies are
advantageous for preserving national elements like territorial integrity,
independence, sovereignty, national power, and social institutions;
these are what constitute national interests. This interpretation aligns
national interests closely with national security, rooted in utilitarian
foundations. Below, the various dimensions of national interests in
immigration policies are discussed:

Economic-Centric Immigration Policies:

Immigration policies are primarily influenced by the economic
needs of the labor market (Viprey, 2010; 150). Governments’ initial
interaction with immigrants is often economic because, regardless of
their reasons for migration, immigrants seek employment to meet their
financial needs upon entering the host country. Consequently,
migration has long been analyzed from an economic perspective by
scholars and policymakers. The economy holds critical importance for
governments, and any crisis in this area can threaten the political
system’s survival.

The economic strength of countries also plays a pivotal role in
migration. Nations with weak and unstable economies often lose their
workforce through emigration, whereas those with stable economies
seek to attract immigrants to fill labor shortages (Weiner, 1990: 96).
However, economic stability is not absolute; even strong economies
may face crises. In such circumstances, their immigration policies
often change. Most migration-related laws are developed and
implemented during economic crises, as the costs associated with
immigrants and the provision of services to them gain more attention
during these periods (Viprey, 2010: 154-155).

Social-Centric Immigration Policies:
This type of policy focuses on the social integration of immigrants
and its impact on the host society. Social integration refers to the
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ability of immigrants to adapt to the host society and participate in
social, cultural, and economic activities (Safi, 2006: 4). One of the
major challenges in this area is the cultural and social conflicts
between immigrants and the host society. Immigrants who have
significant cultural differences from the host community often face
greater resistance.

Governments typically shape their immigration policies to facilitate
social integration while protecting the cultural and social identity of
the host society. This often involves programs such as language
training, access to social services, and cultural integration initiatives.
However, social-centric immigration policies can sometimes lean
toward restricting immigrants’ rights and freedoms. Some countries
systematically attempt to control the social impact of immigrants on
the host society and implement strict laws concerning issues such as
marriage, citizenship, and the social rights of immigrants.

Security-Military Immigration Policies:

Following events like the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
security concerns in immigration policies have increased significantly.
Governments now consider immigrants not only as a workforce but
also as potential security threats. Security-focused policies are
designed to prevent the entry of individuals who may pose a risk or
exacerbate security issues. Immigrants are sometimes viewed as a
“fifth column”, potentially dangerous for the host country due to
political, ethnic, or religious ties to their home countries (Ceyhan,
2001: 2).

These stricter immigration policies due to security concerns often
take the form of enhanced surveillance laws and more stringent border
controls. Nations develop complex mechanisms for monitoring
immigrants and closely controlling the flow of people to minimize
security risks. A critical aspect of the security-military dimension is
the impact of immigrants on the political stability of the host country.
States facing internal security challenges are more likely to adopt
stringent immigration policies to prevent domestic unrest.

Environment-Centric Immigration Policies:
Large-scale immigration can significantly affect the environment of
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the host country. Population growth due to immigration can put
pressure on natural resources, agricultural land, and green spaces.
Governments take these issues into account in their immigration
policies and seek to control migration flows to mitigate environmental
threats. Besides, immigrants from less developed areas may not be
familiar with the environmental practices of advanced countries,
which can lead to environmental harm. Host countries may structure
their environmental policies to indirectly or directly limit migration to
prevent environmental degradation. These policies often address
issues such as the distribution of natural resources, waste
management, and environmental preservation (Turner, 2022: 119).

2. National Values

In addition to national interests, national values play a crucial role
in shaping immigration policies. These values encompass the norms,
beliefs, and principles that governments utilize to maintain the cultural
and social identity of their society (Johnson, 2014: 1231). This paper
highlights ethics, customs, and religion as the primary values
influencing immigration policies.

Ethics-Based Immigration Policies:

Ethics in immigration policies refers to adherence to human
principles and human rights in dealing with immigrants. Countries
upholding human rights standards typically have more open
immigration policies and recognize immigrants as individuals with
inherent human rights. The right to movement and migration is one of
the fundamental principles in human rights that many nations
incorporate into their immigration policies. Nevertheless, conflicts
between national interests and security with human rights can
sometimes lead to tensions, prompting governments to implement
stricter policies (Bader, 2005: 338).

Customs-Based Immigration Policies:

Customs, as an integral part of a nation’s identity, significantly
influence the development of immigration policies. Governments often
strive to protect native norms and traditions to prevent the weakening of
national identity. Immigrants with significant cultural differences from
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the host society may drive social and cultural changes, which can lead
to social resistance. In shaping immigration policies, governments are
generally more welcoming to immigrants who align with the host
society’s customs and traditions, while those with greater cultural
differences face more restrictions (Baubdck, 2001: 4).

Religion-Based Immigration Policies:

Religion is another influential factor in immigration policies,
especially in religiously inclined countries. In nations where religion
plays a central role in policymaking, immigrants whose beliefs align
with the host country’s dominant religion are often prioritized. For
example, Muslim countries may have different policies for Muslim
versus non-Muslim immigrants. History has shown that religious
differences have often been a significant driver of large-scale
migrations around the world (Laliena, 2015: 117).

Conclusion

A country’s immigration policies are shaped by a combination of
national interests and national values, with both factors
simultaneously affecting governmental decisions regarding migration.
On one side, national interests — considering factors such as security,
economy, and social issues — push governments to adopt policies
protecting the host country from the potential impacts of immigration.
On the other side, national values, encompassing moral, cultural, and
religious norms, play a critical role in determining how immigrants
are treated and integrated into society. Accordingly, successful
immigration policies strike a balance between these two elements,
ensuring national interests are protected while respecting the national
values of society. One-sided policies prioritizing only one of these
aspects may lead to significant challenges.

Keywords: Immigration Policy, Immigration, National Interests,
National Values and Immigrant-Friendly States.
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Analysis of Mirza Malkom Khan's Political
Thought with the '"Paradigmatic-Implicit" Approach

Elnaz Parvanehzad’

The present writing is essentially an inquiry into the problems of the
Naseri society, which also implicitly addresses certain general
conditions prior to the Constitutional Revolution. The main issue at
hand is the manner in which the intellectuals of that era engaged with
the inhibiting traditions, typically articulated through innovative ideas.
Mirza Malek Khan is among the intellectuals who manifested
significant theoretical actions towards the end of the Naseri period and
made considerable efforts to localize the principles of modernity. In
exploring the essence of Malek Khan's political thought, this article
employs a paradigmatic-semiotic narrative as its theoretical framework,
focusing on five historical, foundational, normative, strategic-political,
and practical significations to examine the rationale and nature of
Malek Khan's ideas and statements in confronting the social, economic,
cultural, religious, and political challenges of that time.

The central question of this article pertains to how intellectuals of
that era—particularly Mirza Malek Khan—conceived their thoughts
and the extent of their success in advancing reformative objectives.
This inquiry reveals that the endeavor for modern thought emerged
both in opposition to and in interaction with tradition. In this context,
even Mirza Malek Khan's religious ideas regarding modernity and
their relationship with customary and religious traditions exhibit a
dual and ambiguous state. At times, he was enamored with Western
civilization, while at other times he emphasized establishing a
connection and interaction between tradition and modernity. Perhaps
it was also the dual political nature and economic benefits enjoyed by
power holders at court that led Malek Khan to adopt greater
conservatism and caution.

In any case, we have utilized a semiotic-paradigmatic narrative as a
framework to illuminate certain aspects of Malek Khan's political life
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through this methodology. The "semiotic-paradigmatic" narrative and
its relation to this writing are elucidated within this theoretical
framework as discussed.

The "Paradigm-Referential” Interpretation and Its Relation to
the Present Study

Within this theoretical framework, the essence of political thought
is analyzed through five referential dimensions:

1. Historical-Situational Signification: Political thought begins with
the thinker’s confrontation with existing problems or crises within
their time and context, whereby they explain societal issues in a socio-
historical manner.

2. Foundational Signification: "Human happiness" and "public
interest" are fundamental concepts in any political thought linked to
two identities: one human identity and another collective identity
(state/public sphere).

3. Normative Signification: Each political thought provides criteria
for desirable social relations through its normative significations to
establish an "ideal situation" or those relations deemed "better" for a
desirable life.

4. Strategic Signification: In the history of political thought,
strategic signification has been articulated around concepts of
authority and dialogue in various forms. Strategic signification is
recommended based on other significations to achieve foundational
signification and its implications.

5. Practical-Operational Signification: Foundational significations
and normative significations are realized within public interest, law,
citizenship, welfare, and development.

Thus, in delineating Mirza Malek Khan's models and ideas, we
confront five primary questions that we will implicitly address
concerning these five significations:

1. What were the main problems or issues facing society during
that period?

2. From his personal worldview perspective, what possible
solutions did Malek Khan propose?
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3. What vision did he have regarding the ideal situation and
normative frameworks?

4. What multiple solutions did Malek Khan suggest for addressing
the problems of that era?

5. Among possible strategies, which one held greater significance
for Malek Khan?

Signification One: Objective-Practical Contexts for Formulating Malek
Khan's Ideas

The crises and weaknesses in managing societal affairs were
negative characteristics of the Qajar period intertwined with
unfavorable political conditions. Economically, each Qajar king
inherited from their predecessor; however, it was the degree and
manner in which Iranian society was influenced by external (Western-
modern) factors that led to consequences such as Iran's defeat in wars
against Russia, resulting in weaknesses within Iran's judicial system
and difficult economic conditions during the Qajar era.

Signification Two: Intellectual Transformations of Malek Khan and
Their Relation to Ideal Social Conditions

Malek Khan's intellectual foundations flourished in the West.
Amanat writes: "Malek Khan's French education and his familiarity
with the Enlightenment movement of the eighteenth century—
especially Montesquieu—formed his intellectual foundations;
however, Ottoman governmental structures facilitated his reform
proposals." The king himself was not well-acquainted with Western
political institutions. Yet Malek's significance lay in his ability to
intelligently present both ideas and Western organizational structures
adapted to Iranian governmental realities.

In reviewing Mirza's theories, one often observes dualities; thus, it
can be cautiously stated that there are two phases of intellectual-
political development evident in his works where certain concepts
have undergone conceptual transformations—such as religion in his
perspective.

In the first phase, we encounter a Mirza who fully advocates for
adopting Western traditions; while in the second phase, another aspect
emerges where he conditions the application of Western teachings on
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adhering to Islamic traditions. Consequently, during his initial
intellectual activities he writes: "Just as telegraphy can be imported
from Europe... so too can its principles be adopted without delay in
Iran." In his later thoughts, he adopts a more optimistic view towards
religion. For instance, in his treatise "Tawfiq Amanat," he states:
"Who in this world is superior to Islamic scholars who possess rights
of trust? Islamic scholars are by divine mandate custodians of trust
and pillars of national unity."

The amalgamation of religious concepts with social issues reveals a
more comprehensive theoretical aspect of Malek Khan's intellectual
trajectory. He sought to design and implement a new project: "I
devised a plan to blend Western reason and politics with Eastern
wisdom and religion. I determined that transforming Iran into a
European model would be an unproductive endeavor; hence I
presented material progress within religious frameworks so my
compatriots could grasp those noble meanings." Thus, we can observe
three stages in Mirza Malek Khan’s intellectual evolution:

1. A stage characterized by complete Westernization and
dependency on European norms.

2. A stage leaning towards Islam while considering clerical
opinions as valid.

3. A stage where secular norms are integrated with empirical
sciences and modern capabilities found in developed nations.

Signification Three: Norms Prevailing During Constitutional Era in
Malek Khan’s Thoughts

The reform of Iran’s corrupt political, economic, social, and
cultural systems during the Naseri period drew reformists' attention
towards rectifying national deficiencies. For example, Malek Khan
considers "the most significant need of Iranian society not metallic
factory products but rather establishing human factories." However,
the primary challenge was that thinkers of that era did not know how
to transform irrational norms—such as superstition habits or hunger—
into reasonable societal standards. Consequently, they concealed their
beliefs behind numerous stratagems to engage authentically within
Naseri society.
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Signification Four: Strategies Employed by Malek Khan for Achieving
Socio-Political Solutions

A considerable number of pioneering modernists recognized that
addressing contemporary backwardness during Naseri’s reign
necessitated articulating laws alongside crafting social contracts
infused with religious elements and social norms. Leaders of this
thought included modernist thinkers like Mirza Malek Khan and
Youssef Khan Mostashar al-Dawlah who framed their liberal ideas
within familiar religious concepts to garner popular support through
religiously progressive clerics.

Malek Khan’s expression "wrapping religion" indicates that he felt
compelled by societal realities to justify his proposed reforms through
religious traditions. He spoke about hidden yet widespread unrest
among Muslim communities which Europeans were largely unaware
of; he considered this an important reality learned by Iranian
modernist thinkers during an age marked by rapid communication
advancements facilitating travel as well as dissemination of thoughts.

Mirza understood that this order must differ from European order
due to stark differences between traditional contexts here compared to
European cultural settings.

In such an "epistemological crisis," Malek Khan proposed that
within one year at legislative assemblies both Sharia laws and
customary practices be compiled regarding national administration
matters so they could be incorporated into state laws via constitutional
legality.

Signification Five: Economic Freedom and Its Relation to Development
According to Malek Khan

Among thinkers during Naseri’s era, Malek stands out as someone
who recognized qualitatively free market relations while aligning
himself with its mechanisms based on a form of conceptual
equivalence regarding economic freedoms. His economic thoughts are
most vividly expressed in his treatise "Principles of Progress," where
he discusses conditions conducive to economic growth while
advocating for expanded trade relations between governments.
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Malek Khan’s greatest brilliance lies in understanding national
circumstances; he perceived a dynamic economic system as essential
within proper governance while emphasizing its interrelation with
other human sciences. He regarded Qajar rule among disorganized
absolute monarchies where both legislative approval power rested
solely with the king.

When Naser al-Din Shah sought several reformative actions
inspired by new Western civilization norms, Mirza Malek Khan
wrote: "The king of Iran claims he is more absolute than all other
monarchs over their subjects... There exists a principle among people
here whereby whatever wishes the king or officials may desire
regarding seizing property or infringing upon lives is entirely at their
discretion."

This description emerged from a world where free economies could
only thrive through economic science coupled with market control
tools—particularly through political acumen aimed at enhancing
national interests.

In conclusion, it suffices to state that Mirza Malek Khan viewed
ideological biases along with despotism as principal barriers
preventing growth across other governmental dimensions as well as
diminishing public efficacy levels.

Thus when he published his newspaper "Law," he directed
fundamental critiques towards systemic governance—not merely
targeting ruling individuals—understanding that chaos within a
developed country like Qajar-era Iran could lead to disasters whose
rectification would not be achievable soon.

Keywords: Political Thought, Paradigmatic-Semiotic Approach, Mirza
Malkam Khan, Modernism, and Constitutionalism
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Cultural Reform and Spiritual Transformation
within the Framework of the Rationality and
Spirituality Project: A Study of the Political

Stances of '"Mostafa Malekian

Majid Sarvand”
Ali Ashraf Nazari™

For those who observe the intellectual developments of
contemporary Iran, the connection between the concept of "spiritual
enlightenment" and the name "Mustafa Malekian" is a clear and
accepted matter. When it comes to Malekians, more than anything
else, the expression of the truth and the reduction of suffering are
familiar terms. Malekian considers the last two matters to be the moral
duty of every intellectual, which causes tragic aspects in his life. From
this point of view, the changes in Malekian's life and the course of his
intellectual development can be justified; Thus, his main concern,
truth-seeking and reducing human pain and suffering, prompts him to
experience different spaces and great thought transformations. From
mechanical engineering to seminary education and Islamic philosophy
and mysticism, and Islamic fundamentalism and Islamic traditionalism
to religious intellectualism and divine existentialism, a path of ups and
downs is followed in search of truth and finding a way that ends in
liberation and the seal of salvation. In the end, for Malekian, none of
the mentioned schools has reached his goal, and his journey in the
sphere of life leads him to a destination that he considers to be his
own: the project of "rationality and spirituality" and the combination
of the two; That is, the thing that can make the "spiritually
enlightened" useful in presenting the truth and reduction of suffering,
and achieve the aspirational hadith in educating spiritual people and
enjoying an authentic life.
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According to Malekian, "spiritual man" and "genuine life" are the
only situations in which human pains and suffering are as low as
possible. But to reach that situation, there is a difficult and tortuous path
ahead, which can only be passed through "cultural reform" and
"spiritual transformation". These last two things are also things that are
realized on a subjective/psychological/mental/individual level; Because
according to Malekian, social problems and human pains and sufferings
in the universe - which for modern man are caused by materialism,
science, and crisis of meaning - have a cultural and spiritual solution,
and according to his definition and understanding, culture is "individual
culture" and It is related to the inner space of a person (mind), it is
related to the beliefs, emotions and desires of a person.

Also, the change in the field of mind based on the "motivation
theory" and "desire-belief theory" leads to a change in human
behavior (speech and action) which has its effect on society and its
institutions - which according to Malekian, are all abstract matters and
They are delusional - including political institutions. Therefore,
Malekian believes in the "authenticity of culture", which means that
culture has more authenticity, priority, and impact than other areas and
areas of individual and collective life - including politics or economy.
Therefore, until the element of culture does not change, no
fundamental and meaningful transformation can be expected. In this
regard, we can refer to the idea of the priority of culture over politics,
which is the main focus of the owners' political opinions. Based on
this, he emphasized the progress of cultural reforms over political
reforms and believes that the change of individual members of the
society has priority over superficial and top-down transformations.
From this point of view, he uses the term "cultural reform" according
to which, "no reform will happen outside unless a transformation and
reform has already taken place inside wus". Therefore, the
transformation in the subjective and personal sphere or the beliefs,
feelings, and wishes of the citizens, and other words cultural
development, is superior to any transformation in the objective and
spatial sphere and the development of civilization.

Moreover, in Malekian's thought, cultural reform in the sense of the
past will not reach the desired end by itself, unless it is accompanied
by "spiritual transformation" which means moving towards "spiritual
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man" and "spiritual life". It is worth mentioning that Malekian, with
the "Rationality and Spirituality Project", considers the function of
"religion" to be lacking in the necessary power to meet the problems
of today's mankind, and therefore proposes its alternative, which is
spirituality. Now, in this cultural reform which has a spiritual direction
and is a movement in the direction of the inner transformation of a
person and self-fulfillment and realization of his real and original self,
the human-centered, individualistic, moral, and psychological aspects
become very clear and prominent.

From this point of view and in line with the necessity and priority of
personal reform and education of healthy and spiritual people, Malekian
refers to psychological issues, especially the school of "humanistic
psychology" and people like Jung, Maslow and Rogers and topics like
Self-actualization, individuality, wholeness and mental health occur. Of
course, the opinions of the great philosopher-psychologist William
James and also the American moral philosopher, Thomas Nigel, have
clearly inspired him in spiritualism and the idea of the authenticity of
culture. Also, the opinions of existentialist philosophers such as
Heidegger and Kierkegaard, as well as mystical schools and various
religions, are his intellectual sources in expressing the characteristics of
spiritual man and authentic life. With the explanation that authentic life
is the spiritual life of a spiritual person who has achieved the
combination of rationality and spirituality, and has achieved a level of
self-knowledge, self-development, self-foundation, self-control, and
self-fulfillment that can personally give meaning to his life. With his
own will and authority, he should step in the direction of his goals make
decisions, and act only based on his own understanding. In this way, he
overcame his own and his society's problems and reduced the intensity
of life's pain and suffering to a minimum.

In Malekian's human-centered approach, each human being is
unique, the growth of individuality, self-realization, and the
flourishing of talents - in fact, the possibility of their potential to act -
is one of the necessities of any healthy society. On the other hand,
mass society is planned in the direction of assimilation and
homogenization of people, and in it, the gradual assimilation with the
group and middleness make a person lose self-recognition. And self-
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improvement and as a result, living based on one's own will and
authority and self-understanding is hindered and disrupts the process of
individuality. In this way, Malekian's approach can be considered
individualistic, so that, in his opinion, all the spiritual people of the
world are individualistic, that is, their audience is the individual and not
the society. Therefore, their difference with intellectuals and social
reformers is that most of them are aimed at reforming society and social
institutions, but according to spiritualists, a person's goal should only be
to reform himself, and reforming society will be the result of his work.

Also, in Malekian's opinion, everything comes back to man.
Humans did not come for principles, but principles came for humans
and should serve them. Our concern should only be human beings and
not any other abstract matter such as tradition, innovation, culture, and
even religion; Because religion also came for man, its main concern is
his salvation and therefore it is the servant of man. In his view, the
institution is also an abstract concept and an imaginary entity, and
from the ontological point of view, apart from individuals and human
beings with flesh, skin, and blood, there is no such thing as an
institution and, accordingly, society, and the change and reform of any
institution It is dependent and depends on the reformation of the
people who were involved in it and has a role. On this basis, the
political transformation is not through a revolution with force and
violence and only the transformation of the political regime and
macro-structures, but in a reformative and gradual approach through
changing the attitude of people creating civil institutions, and adopting
democratic and peaceful methods. It will be possible.

As a result of what is meant by the authenticity of culture in
Malekian's approach, it is important that culture has more authenticity,
priority, and impact than other areas and domains of individual and
collective life - including politics or economy. Therefore, until the
element of culture does not change, no fundamental and meaningful
change can be expected. It should be noted that pessimism about
politics aversion to politics or lack of interest in interfering in political
affairs due to sensitivity to one's own fate and that of one's fellow men
are not mentioned here. Also, according to Mustafa Malekian, denying
the influence of the political regimes ruling the societies on the nature
and fate of the citizens is not the point of the opinion, but it is the
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basic position in opposition to "politicization" which means to believe
that the only problem of the society or big The biggest problem of the
society or the cause of the problems of the society is the political
system ruling the society, by overthrowing and changing it, all the
individual and social issues and problems can be solved.

Also, in the opinion of the author of this article, it must be added
that in the approach of culturalism that is proposed here, the "political
matter" is also not questioned; In such a way that it can be seen as an
intellectual-cultural-political current that seeks to challenge the
official and dominant discourse from the standpoint of politics, by
creating otherness, by organizing the society in its own way. The
rejection and negation of the hegemonic model, according to
Heidegger, seeks to project other types and ways of being-in-existence
and choosing a way of life in which, in its text, individual subjects,
while transforming themselves, realize their true self. Self-discovery
and individuality, the right to self-determination, and the creation of
meaningful and purposeful alternatives for the existing situation are
also possible.

Finally, Malekian, as one of the most prominent -cultural
intellectuals, emphasizes the importance of cultural reforms over
political reforms and believes that the spiritual transformation and the
change of individual members of the society are based on superficial
and top-down transformations. It has priority. From this point of view,
he uses the term "cultural reform" which means that "no reform will
happen outside unless a transformation and reform has already taken
place inside us". Therefore, the transformation in the subjective and
personal sphere or the beliefs, feelings, and wishes of the citizens, and
in other words, cultural development, is superior to any transformation
in the objective and universal sphere and civilizational development,
including political development, which itself precedes economic
development. Has superiority Also, according to him, cultural
development in relation to the fight against tyranny is also a priority;
Because in some countries like Iran, people are not only tyrannical,
but also tyrannical, and there is no guarantee that tyranny will not be
reproduced by replacing one political system with another.
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The Foundations of Legitimacy of Mongol
Khatiins and Their Role in Their Actions

Zekrollah Mohammadi™
Zahra Rajabi
Introduction

The acquisition of legitimacy has always been an important matter
for the establishment and continuity of a government, and the Mongol
Empire was no exception to this rule. Among the Mongol Khans, the
sanctity of Genghis Khan's ancestors, his divine legitimacy, and his
affiliation with the Chinggisid family were considered foundational
elements of legitimacy. In the Mongol political system, in addition to
the Khans, the Khatiins also held extraordinary power. During the
tribal period or pre-empire era of the Mongols, women held a special
significance. After the establishment of the empire, they, as the
Khatiins of the court, attained a higher status than before. In fact,
Khattns played an active and influential role in many of the decisions
of the government in political, military, social, religious, and other
areas, and they easily exercised power in any field. It must be said that
behind this influence and authority of the Khatiins, there were
certainly important and powerful foundations that enabled them to

wield power and exert influence across various domains.

Literature Review

In some studies and articles, general information about the Mongol
Khatiins and their exercise of power can be found. These include: the
book Women in Iran during the Mongol Era by Shirin Bayani (2018),
and articles such as "The Political, Social, and Cultural Status of
Women during the Mongol and Ilkhanid Periods" by Elham
Malekzadeh (2006), or the article "Examining and Studying the Status
of Women and Khatiins in the Mongol Era Based on Historical

* Corresponding Author: Associate Professor, Department of History, Alzahra
University, Tehran, Iran.

ze.mohammadi@alzahra.ac.ir

**Ph.D Student, Department of History, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.

Z Rajabi@student.alzahra.ac.ir



Abstracts / 61

Evidence and Archaeological Data" by Yadollah Heydari et al. (2012),
as well as the article "The Administrative and Political Role of
Mongol Khattns" by Ahmad Faroughbakhsh (2010), the article
"Evaluating the Legitimacy of the Mongol Tribes" by Morteza Nouri
(1993), and the article "Power and Legitimacy during the Ilkhanid
Period" by Hassan Ansari Qomi (1999). Furthermore, the book
Mongol Women in Iran: Khatins by Bruno di Nicola (2017), the
thesis Women among the Mongols by Somayeh Melik Onjel (2019),
the article Women in the Mongol Empire by Mark Cartwright (2019),
and the article Women in Mongol Society by Per Jange Ostermun
(2000) are relevant. This study aims to discuss the sources of
legitimacy and power of the Khatiins, as well as their actions and
decisions.

Methodology

The considerable power and authority of the Mongol Khatiins led
the authors of this study to conduct a thorough and in-depth
investigation into the origin and source of such power, as well as to
discuss the nature and details of their actions and the factors related to
them. The goal of this research is to identify and examine the origins
and foundations of the Mongol Khattns' power. The study aims to
provide substantiated and reasoned answers to the following
questions: What were the foundations of legitimacy and the exercise
of power by the Mongol Khattins? How did they use these foundations
in the advancement of their goals? The research methodology is
descriptive-analytical in terms of execution and fundamental in terms
of purpose. The study utilized documentary (library) data collection
methods, with the tool being note taking.

Findings

The findings of the research indicate that, in addition to secondary
issues, there are at least three main sources of legitimacy for the
exercise of power by the Khatiins. These are: the sacred status of
women in Mongol traditions, lineage and tribal base, and the role of
motherhood or marriage. According to the sources, women held a
special place and significance among the Mongols, and one of the
reasons for this is the story of the Mongols' ancestor, Alankua. She
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became pregnant by the will of God without a husband and gained a
celestial and virtuous sanctity. In some historical texts, Alankua is
considered to have the same sacred status as the Virgin Mary.
Therefore, powerful Khatiins also regarded this issue as an important
basis for obtaining and maintaining their position. The preservation of
lineage and having a clear family tree held particular importance among
the Mongol tribes. This important concept was also a strong foundation
for the powerful Khattins. Any Khatin who came from a famous and
important tribe had a solid backing for exercising power. The role of
motherhood or marriage was also an important basis, and Khattins who
played the role of mothers were highly influential and significant.

Conclusion

The results of the paper show that Khatiins were one of the key and
influential elements in the Mongol political system, and through their
decisions and actions, they brought about fundamental changes in the
Mongol government system. They were able to make generals, nobles,
princes, and even Khans subordinate to them by exercising power, and
with the influence they gained, they could even change the succession
process in favor of themselves and their family. Although the Mongol
Khans were very powerful, sometimes the Khatiins were the true
rulers of the state and engaged in political activities behind the scenes.
The influence that the Khatiins had over the Khans and their
entourages 1s evident in the significant actions that took place.
Dismissing and appointing ministers, transferring power from one
family to another, ordering the execution or exile of enemies, and
appointing relatives and co-religionists to important governmental
positions were some of the actions of the Khattins, backed by the
foundations of their power and legitimacy. The status and position of
women in Mongol beliefs and traditions reflected the power of the
Khatiins in political matters, and this position and value had a
significant impact on the political, social, and religious dynamics of
Mongol society. Furthermore, with the establishment of the Ilkhanid
government in Iran, the status and importance of Mongol Khatiins
continued and even influenced the position of women who were not of
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Mongol origin, leading to the governance of powerful women in areas
under Mongol domination.

Keywords: Sacred Tradition of Women, Legitimacy, Power, Mongols,
Khatiins.
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The Political Thought of '""Imam Musa Sadr" with a
Focus on the Model of Convergence and Coexistence
Among Ethnicities and Religions

Mehdi Ghasemi Varjani"
Abolfazl Shakuri
Seyed Alireza Hosseini Beheshti =

Our world is not a single unified global community but one
composed of diverse societies with distinct cultures—a diversity that
has existed throughout history. Ethnicities, religions, and languages
represent this irreducible plurality, arising from various origins and
sources.

Thus, multicultural societies have developed within the contexts of
ancient civilizations, preserving their plurality within the framework
of legal boundaries and structures. Among these, Lebanon, with its
historical background and as a multicultural society, deserves
particular attention. Despite its small geographical size, Lebanon
holds significant regional and trans-regional importance. Its influence
and susceptibility to global and trans-regional events have been
consistently evident throughout its history.

Lebanon, with its historical legacy, encompasses communities of
various ethnicities, religions, and cultures, undoubtedly classifying it
as a multicultural society. Ethnically, Lebanon consists predominantly
of Arabs, with smaller groups of Kurds and Armenians (the latter
considered a religious minority). However, its religious diversity is
profound.

Lebanon is a society characterized by the coexistence of ethnic,
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religious, and cultural communities, governed by a distinctive
configuration of power and political structure. Yet, cultural and ethnic
divisions pose significant challenges, which have nevertheless shaped
the country’s political and social unity.

This study aims to employ Thomas Spragens' crisis theory as a
framework for understanding political thought. It seeks to identify the
challenges and issues of Lebanon’s multicultural society, analyze the
underlying causes of its crises, and explore potential solutions based
on proven experiences.

In the phase of reconstructing the ideal political society and
offering remedies, the study evaluates John Rawls’ theory of
overlapping consensus while analyzing the political thought of Imam
Musa Sadr in the context of Lebanon’s multicultural society. This
exploration underscores that the only viable path to resolving the
political deadlock in countries like Lebanon lies in transitioning from
temporary compromises to a political system based on overlapping
consensus. This study finds that Imam Musa Sadr, as a leader of
Lebanon’s Shia community, sought to transcend sectarian self-interest
and establish the foundations for overlapping consensus among
Lebanon’s sects, groups, and political parties through religious
tolerance and mutual understanding.

Rawls argues that comprehensive doctrines (including religious
ones) that insist on the exclusive truth of their beliefs, when granted
political power, will impose those beliefs. Therefore, Rawls’ first step
is to propose a political conception of justice detached from any
comprehensive philosophical, religious, or ethical doctrine. The
second step is overlapping consensus, demonstrating how this
conception can gain acceptance among conflicting doctrines.

Accordingly, this study examines Rawls’ works on justice, political
thought, and The Law of Peoples, alongside the writings, articles, and
interviews of Imam Musa Sadr, particularly those addressing human
roles in society, freedom, justice, and the role of religion. The
objective is to extract strategies for coexistence and solidarity among
Lebanon’s diverse ethnic and religious groups, based on Rawlsian
overlapping consensus.

Through studying Imam Musa Sadr’s speeches and actions, this
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research identifies his political thought and evaluates its alignment
with Rawls’ overlapping consensus approach in fostering convergence
and coexistence among Lebanon’s ethnic and religious groups. By
analyzing his foundational ideas, the study derives his principles and
strategies for achieving consensus.

Imam Musa Sadr’s engagement with politics was not that of a
philosopher or theorist but rather a lived political experience. He did
not theorize political issues but instead established a new socio-
political mode of living through practice and experience. His political
thought is thus original, directly addressing the real issues faced by the
Lebanese society in which he operated.

As a reformist leader in Lebanon’s diverse society, Imam Musa
Sadr presented a practical model compatible with its sociopolitical
conditions (comprising various sects and religions). By introducing
these ideas into the public domain and rejecting temporary
compromises, he successfully overcame sectarian and secular
dichotomies, working toward a cohesive society.

Imam Musa Sadr emphasized humanity and human dignity,
defining justice and rights, and fostering solidarity and mutual respect.
He paved the way for freedom and justice in a multicultural society,
arguing that unity and harmony must be achieved through genuine
respect and trust rather than compromise. He envisioned a society
where all sects and religions pursue their rights while contributing to
national interests and social solidarity, advancing toward a just
society.

Imam Musa Sadr’s ideas on justice are rooted in creation and
derived from the Creator. Consequently, adherence to divine laws and
principles constitutes justice itself. He sought to correct disparities and
inequalities through restorative justice, guiding them toward
consensus and convergence. Aligning with Rawlsian overlapping
consensus, he aimed to establish a unifying divine government with
shared objectives in Lebanon’s multicultural society.

In addressing the dual concepts of temporary compromise and
overlapping consensus in Lebanon’s multicultural society, Imam
Musa Sadr articulated justice and rights while fostering solidarity and
mutual respect. His efforts made Rawlsian institutional consensus a
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reality, paving the way for freedom and justice in a multicultural
society. He maintained that unity and harmony must be built on trust
and genuine respect rather than compromise.

In Lebanon’s multicultural and diverse context, Imam Musa Sadr
took significant steps to strengthen coexistence. A cornerstone of his
approach was fostering understanding and rapprochement between
Sunni and Shia communities. His efforts in this direction were rooted
in his earlier intellectual, religious, and anthropological principles,
which laid the groundwork for his unity-oriented initiatives in
Lebanon and other Islamic countries. Upon arriving in Lebanon in
1959, he immediately established friendly relations with Sunni
scholars in Tyre, laying the foundation for interfaith dialogue.

Imam Musa Sadr viewed the Quranic concept of kalima sawal
(common ground) as a model for security, stability, and national
cooperation within overlapping consensus. He promoted dialogue
among Lebanon’s ethnic and religious groups, adopting a pluralistic
perspective and striving for a uniquely Lebanese discourse.

One essential principle in fostering solidarity, according to Imam
Musa Sadr, is mutual respect. With slight modification, this principle
aligns closely with the conditions necessary for Rawlsian institutional
consensus. As Rawls argues, institutional consensus requires political
principles and ideals rooted in political justice and capable of
engaging citizens’ foundational beliefs. Similarly, Imam Musa Sadr
emphasized that any societal framework, from small village
communities to large organizations like the United Nations, must rest
on principles grounded in concrete realities, especially those tied to
deep historical, geographical, human, and religious roots.

Drawing on rational principles, Imam Musa Sadr sought both
theoretically and practically to establish a foundation for justice—
particularly social, political, and economic justice. His efforts
improved the conditions of Lebanon’s Shia community, transforming
it from a marginalized and impoverished group into an empowered
and influential segment of Lebanese society.

In summary, this research concludes that the only path out of
political deadlock in countries like Lebanon lies in transitioning from
temporary compromises to a political system based on overlapping
consensus. The hypothesis of this study rests on the political thought
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of Imam Musa Sadr, emphasizing peaceful coexistence among
Lebanon’s religious, sectarian, and ethnic groups through the
Rawlsian model of overlapping consensus rather than temporary
compromise. This approach, as seen in a key period of Lebanese
history, highlights the dangers of reverting to temporary compromises
in contemporary Lebanon, which could perpetuate political deadlock
in its multicultural society.

Keywords: Imam Musa Sadr, John Rawls, Convergence, Overlapping
Consensus, Lebanon
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The Influence of Allama Igbal's Political
Thought on Afghanistan's Political Movements
(Jamiat-e-Islami and Harakat-e-Islami Parties)

Abdolrasool Hasanifar’
Hossein Aga Mowafaq

Allama Igbal is among the intellectuals whose political thought has
influenced many thinkers and political movements in various
countries, both during his lifetime and posthumously, particularly in
Islamic countries. This article employs a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine the impact of Allama Igbal's political thought on
the Jamiat-e-Islami (Islamic Society) and Harakat-e-Islami(Islamic
Movement) of Afghanistan, two prominent Islamic-oriented parties in
the country. The key aspects of Igbal's political thought, including
Islamic unity and awakening, anti-colonialism, independence, self-
renewal, reform of religious and social thinking, and his utopia, have
significantly influenced the recent political struggles of Muslim
movements. By examining relevant texts and interviews with experts
on the subject, it was explained that this influence was mostly through
Igbal's patriotic poems on the mentioned parties. Furthermore, it is
revealed that the ideologues of these movements, namely
Burhanuddin Rabbani and Ayatollah Mohseni, have been more
influenced by Allama Igbal's political thought compared to others.
Overall, the aforementioned parties were also influenced by Igbal's
political thought through their own ideologues.

Allama Igbal, a prominent poet and thinker of the East, is one of the
leaders of the religious reform movement whose thoughts and poetry
have significantly influenced the intellectual and political currents in
various countries, particularly among Muslim nations. An examination
of Igbal's works reveals several focal points that collectively shape his
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political thought, analyzing both the crises and their causes, as well as
the ideal society and the pathways to achieve it.

Igbal held a particular affection for Afghanistan, a sentiment
notably linked to the country's independence, which was achieved
during his time through the resistance of its people against British
forces. He regarded Afghanistan's independence as auspicious for the
future of Muslims in India, thus placing his hopes on this land. He had
a special admiration for Amanullah Khan and Nadir Shah (the kings
of Afghanistan during Igbal's era), which appears to stem from their
roles in securing the country's independence during Amanullah
Khan’s reign and Nadir Shah’s subsequent protection of it.

Given Igbal's connection with Afghanistan, his portrayal of this
country, and his respect for its kings (Amanullah Khan and Nadir
Shah), along with his status as a leading figure in the religious reform
movement whose ideas—especially his political thought—have
influenced many Islamist movements, it is essential to explore the
impact of Igbal's thoughts on the political landscape of Afghanistan in
a standalone article. Therefore, the primary question of this paper is:
What is the influence of Allama Igbal's political thought on political
movements in Afghanistan (particularly Jamiat-e Islami and Harakat-e
Islami)?

This article employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. Initially,
it describes, interprets, and analyzes existing data, followed by
conclusions drawn from research questions. To conduct a thorough
investigation of the topic, we first provide an overview of Allama
Igbal's political thought and subsequently examine its impact on
Jamiat-e Islami and Harakat-e Islami in Afghanistan.

In gathering information, we first consulted Igbal’s texts and poetry
as well as other writings related to his political thought. Following
this, we conducted an in-depth analysis of written works from Jamiat-
e Islami and Harakat-e Islami that pertain to this article’s subject
matter, especially focusing on the works of ideologues from these
movements, articles, and other published materials in newspapers and
other publications associated with these parties. Additionally,
interviews were conducted with several experts familiar with the
political movements to understand better Igbal's influence on them.
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Although most of Igbal’s remaining works are poetic in nature,
they all possess a political hue. Igbal endeavored to address crises
while proposing solutions within these works. In some instances, he
describes the conditions of his time and society; in others, he
articulates visions of an ideal society and pathways to achieve it. The
foundation for this political thought lies within a pervasive crisis that
has afflicted Muslim countries and deepened over time according to
Igbal’s perspective. Observing the plight of modern humanity and its
challenges, particularly among Easterners—especially Muslims—and
recognizing the multifaceted impacts of Western influence across
various dimensions within Islamic lands underscored the urgent need
for revitalization among people in both East and West. Factors such as
atheism and secularism in the West and their impact on Eastern
cultures, along with Muslims' lagging behind fundamental belief
principles, inspired Igbal’s formulation of his political ideas.

To comprehend this description and Igbal's proposed solutions to
issues, some key themes in his political thought include:

1. Unity and Islamic Awakening

2. Igbal's Perspective on the West

3. Return to Self

4. Revitalization of Religious Thought and Social Reform

5. Igbal's Ideal Society

Considering these themes, Allama Igbal's political thought has
influenced various political movements in Afghanistan, particularly
Jamiat-e Islami and Harakat-e Islami.

The impact of Igbal's ideas on Jamiat-e Islami is most evident in
the thoughts of Burhanuddin Rabbani, who led this movement for at
least four decades. Rabbani was familiar with Igbal and frequently
referenced him in his speeches. For instance, during a speech
regarding Kashmir's situation, he repeatedly addressed Igbal directly
and cited his poetry. Other prominent leaders within Jamiat-e Islami
were also influenced by Allama Igbal; for example, Ahmad Shah
Massoud—national hero—had an affinity for poetry and occasionally
recited Igbal’s verses; similarly, Marshal Mohammad Qasim Fahim
expressed particular admiration for Igbal’s poetry and ideas.
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Furthermore, manifestations of Allama Igbal's political thought can
be observed in publications associated with Jamiat-e Islami
Afghanistan, especially during periods of jihad and resistance. The
publication of Igbal’s heroic poetry in this party's journals
undoubtedly served to bolster the morale of Mujahideen fighters while
fostering unity among Afghan people as well as instilling an anti-
colonial spirit among readers. The political ideas expressed by Allama
Igbal have also influenced poets within this movement; for instance,
Mustamand—a poet associated with this group—prefers Igbal above
all others, noting that he was a poet for Islam whose verses were
dedicated to awakening Muslims worldwide. Writers, scholars, and
senior members of Jamiat-e Islami Afghanistan consider the influence
of Allama Igbal’s political thought on their movement both natural
and commendable. They believe that Jamiat-e Islami has benefited
more than any other group from Igbal’s thoughts and poetry—
especially during periods of jihad and resistance—drawing upon
themes such as unity and awakening among Muslims as well as anti-
colonialism.

Similarly, Harakat-e Islami Afghanistan—the first Shia Islamist
party that played a significant role during the Afghan people's jihad
against communist rule—has also been influenced by Allama Igbal's
political thought. This movement was led by Ayatollah Mohseni—a
distinguished Islamic scholar known for advocating unity among
different sects within Islam—who was respected by Afghan people for
his calls for unity and reconciliation among various Islamic sects.
Although traces of Allama Igbal’s political thought are evident within
sections of Harakat-e Islami's manifesto—such as establishing an
Islamic justice system based on Quranic laws combined with reason;
rejecting colonial dependency; striving for Muslim unity; creating a
powerful Islamic presence globally—this influence can also be
observed through publications affiliated with this party during periods
of jihad where various articles referenced Igbal’s thoughts and poetry.

Ayatollah Mohseni frequently cited Allama Igbal’s ideas within his
speeches and writings that conveyed messages about awakening, unity
against foreign oppression, independence-seeking efforts alongside
self-improvement initiatives aimed at societal reform. He
acknowledged Western civilization as materially advanced while
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permitting its utilization but regarded Muslims as superior concerning
philosophical foundations and ethical principles—a view shared by
Allama Igbal himself. The ideologue behind Harakat-e Islami
(Ayatollah Mohseni) similarly identified excessive mysticism as one
factor contributing to Muslim backwardness while emphasizing self-
returning efforts towards societal reform akin to those advocated by
Allama Igbal—including equal rights for women. Overall, Allama
Igbal's political thought has profoundly impacted both Jamiat-e Islami
and Harakat-e Islami Afghanistan—particularly during periods
marked by jihad and resistance—primarily through his heroic poetry
that continues to resonate deeply within these movements.

Keywords: Political Thought, Allama Igbal, Afghanistan,
Jamiat-e-Islami  (Islamic Society), Harakat-e-Islami(Islamic
Movement).
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Perception and Political Activism; A Study of the
Perception of Campaign Activists of the Election
Process (Case Study: Presidential Elections
of 2021 in the City of Gorgan City)

Mohammad Babaei "
Abdolreza Habibi Zaidehsaraei
Ali Asghar Ghasemi
Objective

The purpose of the article is to understand the perception of
presidential campaign activists of the election process and its
components. These activists, who participate in election campaigns
based on various motives and reasons, have not been specifically

studied so far.

Main question
The main question of the study is what understanding do campaign
activists have of the elections, the process, and its components?

Research method:

Given the nature of the subject, the research method is grounded
theory. Data were collected through in-depth interviews, then
transcribed in a three-stage process, and finally analyzed according to
a model derived from the data, and macro categories were obtained.

Findings:
The findings showed that the core concept that can explain a proper
understanding of campaign activists' perception of the elections is
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"Dual perception." That is, the activism of these people is not
influenced by a one-sided and uniform perception of the elections.
Therefore, their activism cannot be easily understood. The concept of
"Dual perception" is introduced here for the first time and is the
innovation of the article.

Introduction

Electoral campaign headquarters and their actors, as one of the
most influential entities during electoral periods in Iran, have received
relatively little scholarly attention despite their direct interaction with
the target audience—voters. A portion of these individuals typically
engage in activism within candidates' headquarters during critical
electoral moments. Alongside the core members of campaign
headquarters, who are often affiliated with local political parties and
groups, some participants join these headquarters without any party
affiliation. Such individuals may also possess hidden, unspoken
personal motivations.

The central question of this study is: How do the actors within
campaign headquarters perceive the electoral process and their
activism in the context of Iran's presidential election campaigns?
Understanding the perceptions and motivations of these actors
provides deeper insights into the nature and dynamics of activism at
this level. This understanding is valuable not only for candidates but
also for party actors, the media, and researchers in the field, aiding in
better management of campaign headquarters and their participants.

The innovative aspect of this study lies in its focus on the role of
these individuals in electoral campaigns, which contributes to the
development of new literature in the field of election campaign
studies. The selection of Gorgan city in Golestan Province, Iran, as the
case study is due to the high voter turnout in this city during previous
presidential elections, which ranked among the highest in the country.

Theoretical framework
The theoretical framework of this article includes the theories from
which the practical indicators of the article were derived.
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Perception:

Perception is the process by which individuals interpret and make
sense of sensory data received from the environment (Goldstein, 2019:
23). This process involves the selection, organization, and
interpretation of sensory inputs that provide a meaningful
understanding of the surrounding world. Therefore, perception is not
simply a direct reflection of received stimuli, but is shaped by a
number of variables (Palmer, 1999: 43).

Activism

Action is an intentional, meaningful, and judgmental action that is
realized under the influence of the actor’s perception. (Mohammadi
Asl, 2011: 46). Behind every action, there is a hidden meaning, and by
interpreting the meanings hidden in the actions, one can understand
political relations, phenomena, and events (Manouchehri et al., 2008:
59-61).

Electoral Behavior

The scientific study of electoral behavior has resulted several
important theories: political sociology theory, political economy
theory, and political psychology theory.

- Political sociology theory: It states that “people think politically as
they are social” (Karimi Maleh and Zolfaghari, 2019: 34-37) and what
encourages people to participate in elections is their social,
environmental, economic, and cultural conditions (Rezvani, 2007: 151).

- Political economy theory: In this model, logic and reason replace
feelings and emotional encounters. Even political parties seek to win
elections and gain power. For supporters, profit also finds a new
meaning for voting (Karimi Maleh and Zolfaghari, 2019: 49-53).

- Political Psychology Theory: According to this theory, electoral
preferences are the result of a combination of psychological factors,
such as the characteristics of the voter, accumulated experiences—
particularly the experience of participating in previous elections—and
the feelings derived from the outcomes of such participation. These
factors, along with the voter’s evaluation of the political system and
elites, as well as prior knowledge of the candidate and their
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personality traits, shape voting behavior (Karimi Maleh & Zolfaghari,
2019: 40-41).

Research Method:

The research was conducted using the grounded theory method.
Grounded theory emphasizes the inductive process of collecting and
analyzing data in creating or developing hypotheses or theories related
to the subject (Khanifar and Moslemy, 2016: 18-19). The network
method was also used for sampling (Tracy, 2015: 289). After the
twelfth interview, sampling reached theoretical saturation (no new
information was obtained about concepts, categories, or their
relationship, and the necessary answers to the questions were also
obtained) and the interviews were stopped. Then the data were also
analyzed using the three-stage coding method: 1- Open coding: 2- Axial
coding: 3- Selective coding. (Khanifar and Moslemy, 2016: 217).

Findings

A careful study of the participants’ responses showed that the core
concept of the perception of the presidential election process among
these individuals is represented in the phrase “Dual perception.” The
duality in perception has imposed its effect on individuals’ perception
of the election process as follows.

- The duality of one’s own perception of the election versus the
understanding of others’ perception of the election: This situation
manifests itself in the form of a conventional perception of oneself,
but an unconventional perception of others.

- The duality in motives affecting the perception of the election:
This duality presents in the conflict between internal motives such as
personal experience, personal tendencies, family, and trusted
individuals, and external factors such as generational changes,
political and party tendencies, and objective conditions of society.

- Duality in the motivations for activism in the election campaign:
Here, moral and personal motivations such as helping and serving the
people, electoral excitement, and a sense of effectiveness are placed
against utilitarian motivations such as gaining profit and gaining
power.
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- Duality in the perception of one's competence as a president:
Statements such as "Yes, I am capable and competent" versus
statements such as "No, I am not competent" affect the nature of
people's perceptions.

-Perception of the characteristics of the supported candidate and the
characteristics of the rival candidate: The supported candidate
generally has positive characteristics, while the negative
characteristics belong to the rival candidate.

-Perception of the main activism’s motivations of people in the
campaign: Duality of the motivation of excitement resulting from
competition and elections, defeating the opponent, and retaliation for
past failures in return for serving and helping the people.

The figure below shows the pattern obtained.

One own,s
perception versus
understanding
others'
perceptions of the
election

: ' Perceived
Perception of one's i f
candidate's motivations tor

characteristics one's own
versus perception action versus
of th_e rival perceived
candidate's motivations for
others' action

characteristics Dual
perceptlon
of elections

Understanding the
main motivations of Perception of one's
campaign activism own competence
of my own and as a president
(G

Figure 1: Components of the dual perception of campaign activists
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According to the final model, understanding the nature and actors of
the 1400 Gorgan city election campaigns depends on considering the
motives and factors that were obtained in this study. The most important
motives and causes affecting the perception of actors are as follows:

Socio-political motives: The excitement resulting from the
competitive and electoral nature of the election and party tendencies
(Rational action). These motives are in line with the political
sociology theories of activism.

Status motives: Such as gaining credibility, identity, and
independence, and being seen and liked, which also goes back to
psychological and personality motives. Theories that propose
emotional and emotional action, as well as the theory of political
psychology, explain these types of motives. Understanding actions in
this perspective depends on a precise understanding of individuals'
motives for action.

Material and Profit-Driven Motivations:

The pursuit of individual material gain, as observed in the
responses of actors, ultimately ranked third among the influential
motivations of actors (rational action). These types of motivations
align with perspectives that emphasize the element of rationality and
calculative behavior in action, such as political economy theory.

Other motivations:

such as providing services (value-based action) and motivations
resulting from education and family influence (traditional action) were
ranked last in the opinion of the respondents. In this section,
motivations are discussed that are explained both by the political
psychology theory of activism and by the theory of political
sociology. Although staff activists paid less attention to this issue, the
greater attention of female activists to this factor indicates its
effectiveness, especially the effectiveness of the family on female staff
activists. This type of activism confirms the continuation of the
traditional type of activism alongside rational and emotional activism,
which should not be neglected.

In summary, it can be said that the activity of the headquarters in
the Iranian presidential elections, with an emphasis on the elections
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for the thirteenth presidential term in 1400, is in harmony and
alignment with the three explanatory theories, with the difference that
priority is given to political sociology theories.

Keywords: Perception, Activism, Election Headquarters, Presidential
Election of 2021 Iran.
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