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Abstract

Over the past two decades, the country's conditions have changed so
dramatically that people have developed a nostalgic feeling for the
not-so-distant past. The common sentiment among the public is that
they have moved away from the simple and kind-hearted lifestyle of
the 1980s and 1990s and entered a competitive and ruthless world.
According to the analysis presented in this article, the period of the
tenth administration marked a turning point in this transformation. The
decisions of this government led to the emergence of the self-
interested subject. The question is, how did the self-interested subject
emerge as a result of the policies of the tenth administration? This
article aims to answer this question within the framework of Lacan's
political psychoanalytic theories using a descriptive-analytical
method. In this approach, which combines psychology with linguistic
and political science, the belief in a fixed essence in humans and the
conventional boundaries between individual and collective are set
aside, and the identity of the human subject is considered something
arising from collective life and inherently unstable. In other words,
identity is defined as "becoming” rather than "being.” Therefore, the
state, as the Other, plays a central role in shaping the identity of its
subjects through the control of the chain of signifiers. The conclusion
of this paper is that the tenth administration, by intensifying the
antagonistic relationship of power and weakening the civil society,
paved the way for the emergence of the self-interested subject in Iran.
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The self-interested subject is an individual whose rational calculation
of profit and loss outweighs their emotions and affections. The paper
suggests, in order to govern-mentalize this one-dimensional subject,
conditions for the creation of civil society should be provided so that
the subject can be recognized as an important actor by others, not by
pursuing profit but by adhering to legal and regulatory frameworks.

Keywords: self-interested subject .recognition. Civil society. Political
Psychoanalysis. Lacan
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